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Grab a post-it and share your 
best RA conversation starter
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Tell me about a book 
you couldn’t finish.

What are you in the 
mood for today? 

Is there a TV show 
you’re binge-watching?

The big picture
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Readers’ Advisory & NoveList

Kathy Stewart, NoveList Consultant
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#1 reason people come to the library?

64%
To borrow books 

(Pew Research Survey)

Are you 

communicating 

with readers in a 

way that keeps 

them coming back 

for more?
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Where can 

readers’ advisory 

fit in a library and 

how can it serve 

the needs of 

different readers?

The big picture
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Less book 
knowledge

More Interaction

Less Interaction

More book 
knowledge

Different kinds of staff have different strengths

Tools to create 
lists, displays... 

Tools to 
enhance

knowledge

Tools to
share their 
knowledge 

Ready-to-use 
handouts 
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More Time

More Interaction

Less Interaction

Less Time

Different kinds of readers have different needs
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• Frequent visits
• Face-to-face RA
• Book programs & 

e-newsletters
• Name that patron!
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• Form-based RA
• Book newsletters 

(NextReads)
• Grab & Go materials 

like book lists and 
bookmarks

• Name that patron!
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• Book displays
• RA flyers
• Shelf talkers
• Name that patron!
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• Self-directed signage
• Brochures & emails 

detailing services offered
• Self-check
• RA in the catalog (Select)
• Name that patron!
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Let’s talk now about 

what *your* library is 

doing…

And what you want 

to start doing

Your picture
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Look familiar?
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YOUR LEVEL OF 
COMFORT WITH RA

On a scale of 1-10…

6.64

YOUR HARDEST 
FICTION GENRES

1. Westerns
2. Christian fiction
3. Horror

YOUR HARDEST 
NONFICTION GENRES

1. Sports & competition
2. Business writing
3. Adventure writing

YOUR LEVEL OF 
BOOK KNOWLEDGE

On a scale of 1-10…      

6.48
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How often are you asked to help find…

Often Sometimes Rarely

The next book in a series 40 9 1

Recommendations for similar books 25 24 2

Help finding “this book I loved but can’t find the 
author or title”

22 25 4

Books at the right reading level 16 19 16

Clean love stories 13 22 16

Help finding audiobooks 10 31 8
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Let’s review NoveList

Plus and remember 

what all is in there

Let us help!
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I want a book 
just like 

Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid.

Patron Librarian

We’ll find a 
read-alike.

Diary of a wimpy kid
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For the title For the author For the series

Curated read-alikes for your favorite titles

NoveList Plus
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I’m looking for 
something 

funny.

Patron Librarian

Are you 
looking for 

dark humor or 
more laugh-

out-loud?
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Find the books that appeal to each reader 
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I love books 
where robots 

take on 
humans. 

Patron Librarian

“Rise of the 
Machines” 
books are 
fun. Let’s 

find some!Rise of the Machines
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Immigrant 
experiences

Find the plots readers love with NoveList’s themes

NoveList Plus

Rags to riches
Rise of the 
machines

The butler did it!
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Sleuths in schools
(ages 9-12)

Misfits united
(teens)

Making new friends
(ages 0-8)

Find the plots *younger* readers love too!

NoveList Plus
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I’m tired of 
zombie horror 
– what else do 

you have? 

Patron Librarian

???
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NoveList Plus

Answer with 
confidence -- even 
when you’re asked 

about a genre 
you’re not familiar 

with 
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Need books that 

match what’s hot in 

pop culture?
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Book lists are a 
great place to start

For Fans Of… lists recommend books 
based on their favorite shows, 

musicians, and movies
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Can your readers 

find the audiobooks

they want?

NoveList Plus
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Search“read by the author” AND “distinctly voiced”

Home Browse by Especially for Quick Links How Do I? Sign In

Zero in on the style your readers enjoy with audio appeal terms like: 
Read by the author, comedic, full cast, and more

NoveList Plus
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My teacher 
said I had to 

read a book at 
Lexile level 

750.

Patron Librarian

We can find 
books at that 
level – what 

do you like to 
read about?
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SearchLX 750 AND sports

Home Browse by Especially for Quick Links How Do I? Sign In

NoveList Plus

Combine reading level with other story characteristics and get a list that’s just 
right for each reader. Lexile and Accelerated Reader are both available.
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Help your readers find titles 

easily by making as many 

connections as possible:

Make the connection with NoveList

• Display NoveList search boxes 

and/or links in prominent locations 

on your website

• Connect your NoveList database to 
your catalog through On the Shelf, 
a catalog link, or local collections

• Add NoveList Select to your catalog
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The best resource in 

the room is you, but 

we have your back

Let us help!
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Thank You
Presenter Name   |   PRESENTER TITLE

(919) 489-9412 ext. 8234

kstewart@ebsco.com


