
Finding Your Virginia Roots 
at the Library of Virginia 



Library of Virginia 

Established in 1823 by the 
General Assembly 

Holds 129 million manuscripts

Holds 3 million printed 
resources 

Open Monday –Saturday 9:00 
am -5:00 pm 

Check our website for closings, 
directions and programs 



Library of Virginia’s Website 



Using the Collection 





Genealogical Databases 

Virginia Military Dead Index

Virginia Untold & Unknown No Longer 

Making History: Transcribe

Virginia Chronicle 

From the Page

Chancery Record Index

Legislative Petitions Digital Collection 

Public Library Photograph Collection

WPA Life Histories 

Virginia Yearbook Digital Project

Virginia Land Office Patents and Grants 
& Northern Neck Grants and Surveys 
Database 

Lost Records Localities Digital Collection 

Military Pension and Disability Records 
Database

Petersburg Newspaper Index, 1797-1877

Wills & Administration, 1632-1800

World War I History Commission 
Questionnaires 



Making History: Transcribe 

Making History: Transcribe is the 
Library of  Virginia’s collaborative 
online workspace where the public can 
participate in enhancing access to many 
of  our amazing collection documenting 
over 400 years of  Virginia history, 
people, and culture. 



Virginia Untold: The African American Narrative 



Virginia Chronicle 

An archive of  historical Virginia 
newspapers that provides free 
access to full-text and digitized 
images of  a million newspaper 
pages 



Richmond Times Dispatch

August 19, 1920

The Tribune

July 11, 1953



Virginia Untold: The African 
American Narrative 

This project aims to provide 
greater accessibility to pre-1865 
African American history and 
genealogy found in the collections 
at the Library of  Virginia

http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/aan/


Albemarle County

Record of  Slaves that have escaped to the 

enemy during the war (1861-1863) 



Unknown No Longer 

Launched by The Virginia Museum of  
History & Culture in 2011 

The mission of  the project was to 
make accessible biographical details 
of  enslaved Virginians from 
unpublished historical records in its 
collect

Beginning in 2019 the unique content 
of  Unknown No Longer  is available 
through the Library of  Virginia



Bill of  Sale 

For the Purchase of  an African 

American Slave, Rose and her 

Children 



Upcoming Genealogy Workshop

November 15: How to Trace 
Your Virginia Roots 
(Intermediate Workshop) 

http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/genealogy_workshops/


Finding Your Virginia Roots 

www.facebook.com/groups/FindingYourVARoots/



Library of Virginia 
Contact Us

Archives Reference Email

archdesk@lva.virginia.gov

Archives Reference 

804-692-3888

Library Reference 

804-692-3777

Circulation 

804-692-3547

Interlibrary Loan 

804-692-3532


