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Northumberland Public Library
Santa Visits the Library

About 100 children and parents had a chance
to meet and greet Santa Claus during the
Northumberland Public Library's annual Story
and Pictures With Santa on Saturday
December 19.

After songs and stories, parents had a chance to
photograph their children with St. Nick during the free
event. The crowd also enjoyed a selection of snacks.
Text and photo by Don Hirst, Publicist.

P i B I--b‘ S

Franklin County Public Library
STEM Hub Activity

On Thursday, December 3, the Franklin County
Library hosted a STEM program for
approximately 50 3rd grade students from

Lee M. Waid Elementary.

The program’s theme was inspired by the “Roller
Coasters” chapter in More Picture-Perfect Science
Lessons. Children’s Librarian Dorothy Anderson read
and discussed the book Roller Coaster by Marla Frazee,
then challenged the group to build a roller coaster from
Keva planks and to draw a roller coaster path for an
Ozobot. The students showed lots of enthusiasm and
creativity in meeting the challenges and more than one
(Continued on page 3)

" Montgomery-Floyd Regional

Library
Ready, Set, Gode!

Kids, Teens, and Parents join forces to learn
about coding. On Saturday, December 12th
the Blacksburg Public Library hosted a coding
program featuring the Hour of Code to
celebrate National Computer Science Week.

We had over 30 kids, teens, and parents come in to
explore coding which was a great turnout for us. We
set-up 12 technology stations, with various tablets and
iPads, for kids to work on various coding lessons that
were provided by the Hour of Code (found at code.org).

There were several lessons offered that appeal to
several different age groups starting as young as age 5.
Some of the more popular lessons included characters
from Frozen, Star Wars, and Minecraft. We began the
program with a brief overview about what the Hour of
Code, before helping everyone choose a lesson to work
on. Everyone was excited to work on the coding
problems, and there were several kids who finished up
one lesson and decided to check out other ones.

As more people finished up their first lesson we shifted
gears and introduced OzoBots using the OzoBlocky
program (ozoblockly.com). The OzoBots were a big hit
with everyone. There was a lot of interest in continuing
programs devoted to coding, so we are currently

(Continued on page 3)



Library of Virginia Youth Services Notes, December 28, 2015, #232 Page 2

The Library of Virginia
Mission
As the Commonwealth’s library and archives, the Library of Virginia is a trusted educational institution. We acquire,
preserve, and promote access to unique collections of Virginia’s history and
advance the development of library and records management services statewide.
Vision
The Library of Virginia will inspire learning, ignite imagination, create possibilities, encourage understanding,
and engage Virginia’s past to empower its future.

Finance
The Library’s primary funding source is General Fund appropriations. The majority of the Library’s General Fund expenses
represent transfer payments to local government for state aid to public libraries. Additionally, the Library earns special
nongeneral fund revenue from storage fees charged to agencies and courts for document and records storage
and from local circuit court records’ preservation fees.
The Library also receives federal grant funding through the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) of 1996.
This grant promotes access to leaning and information resources of libraries.

Goals
2014-2016
Collections:
Strengthen and Preserve the Library’s collections and expand accessibility for the benefit of users.

Service:
Deliver courteous, accurate, and efficient information services to our customers.

Organizational Excellence:
Position the Library to effectively embrace new challenges and increasing responsibilities.

Educational Readiness and Achievement:
Engage and educate parents, teachers, and learners through programming designed to enhance early literacy readiness and
to provide access to quality education resources for prekindergarten and K12 children.

This goal is critical in fulfilling the Library’s mission to provide Virginians with access to the most comprehensive information resources
and to elevate levels of educational preparedness and attainment of Virginia’s citizens.
Associated State Goal
Education: Elevate the levels of educational preparedness and attainment of our citizens.
Education Attainment Objectives

* Increase the number of children who participate in the Winter Reading Program.

* Increase the number of children and teens who are served by public libraries through out-of-school programs and summer reading programs.

* Support the parent as a child’s first teacher by implementing Early Literacy Activity Centers in public libraries and providing training on their use.
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Library of Virginia
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Richmond, Virginia 23219-1905
Phone: 804.692.3765
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The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support
INSTITUTE of for the nation’s 123,000 libraries and 17,500 museums.
Museuma..dLibrary Through grant making, policy development, and research, IMLS helps communities
SERVICES”  and individuals thrive through broad public access to knowledge, cultural heritage,
and lifelong learning.

This newsletter project is made possible by a grant from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services.
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STEM Hub Activity

Continued from page 1

student remarked that Keva planks and Ozobots would
be added to his or her Christmas list!

In addition to cataloging the Science Hub items to
make them available for outside groups, we are also
planning to use them in our “Tinkering Tuesday”
program at our Westlake branch beginning in January.

Submitted by Dorothy Anderson, Children’s Librarian,
and Alison Barry, Director.
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Ready, Set, Code!
Continued from page 1

planning on trying to build a new monthly coding club.
I'm hoping that each month we will be able to spend
time reviewing the past topics before introducing
something new. Next month: “Unplugged”
programming: How to program your friends to build
different structures out of cups.

Submitted by Richard Sherman, Children’s Assistant
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A
\ Dates to Remember
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Virginia Conferences
May 2, 2016 VLA Professional Associates Annual Conference Williamsburg
October 26-28, 2016 VLA Annual Conference Hot Springs
National Conferences
April 5-9, 2016 Public Library Association 2016 Conference Denver
June 23-28, 2016 American Library Association Annual Conference Orlando
September 15-17, 2016 ALSC National Institute 2016 Charlotte
November 4-6, 2016 YALSA'’s 2016 YA Services Symposium Pittsburgh

0 Dorothy Anderson and Alison Barry, Franklin County Public Library
0 Richard Sherman, Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library
0 Don Hirst, Northumberland Public Library




