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American Library Association NEWS

ALA President Gourtney Young
Releases Statement Regarding Charlie
Hebdo Attack

ALA President Courtney Young released on January 7
the following statement regarding the attack on the
offices of Charlie Hebdo in Paris.

“The American Library Association condemns in the
strongest possible terms yesterday’s attack on the
offices of Charlie Hebdo in Paris and the deaths of the
twelve people there.

“Libraries and the press are the bedrock of democratic
societies. Free expression is essential for librarians and
journalists to do their jobs. Free speech is integral to
the ethical values and best practices for both
professions. Such attacks are counter to the values of
access to information with diversity of views—and to
the values of civic engagement, which encourages
people to read and discuss these views without fear.

“The American Library Association reaffirms our
support of the freedom to publish, read, and

discuss. This horrific attack violates Article 19 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which ALA has
endorsed:

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression,; this right includes freedom to hold
opinions without interference to seek, receive, and
impart information and ideas through any media
regardless of frontiers.

“The ALA Library Bill of Rights and Code of Ethics
embody these principles without apology.

“The news is still evolving in regard to this tragic
event. We will continue to monitor the situation. We
extend our solidarity with our library colleagues in
France, particularly the Association of French
Librarians, for their continued passion and service on
behalf of freedom of speech in French society.”

ALA Press Release, January 7, 2015
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American Library Association NEWS

ALSC Announces Building STEAM with
Dia Book Lists

The Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC)
has released new Building STEAM with Dia book lists
for children from birth to 8th grade. Intended to
accompany El dia de los nifios/El dia de los libros
(Dia) programming, the four book lists are comprised
of multicultural titles that showcase STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) topics.

The four Building STEAM with
Dia book lists are available for

¥ ERRER,
children from birth to Pre-K, AVED, e
kindergarten to 2nd grade, 3rd 3 L Sl
to 5th grade and 6th to 8th AL
grade. PDFs of the reading lists LE
are available online in full @ ) =) =)

™ /\
color and are free to 015 Dia B
download, copy and Vi M
distribute. Book lists are IR
available online at:

http://www.ala.org/alsc/2015-building-steam-dia-book-lists.

[The booklists are also attached to this newsletter.]

The lists also feature simple and age appropriate
STEAM activities to accompany one of the titles on the
list. Each is designed to help librarians and parents
bring the book to life through easy hands-on STEAM
activities.

Titles and activities in the Building STEAM with Dia
book lists were selected and developed by members of
ALSC’s Quicklists Consulting Committee. These free
book lists were made possible through the Everyone
Reads @ your library grand funded by the Dollar
General Literacy Foundation.

About Dia

Dia, El dia de los nifios/El dia de los libros (Children’s
Day/Book Day), is a nationally recognized initiative
that emphasizes the importance of literacy for all
children from all backgrounds. The Dia celebration was

(Continued on page 3)
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M for the photos and information!

0 The usual suspects: ALA, PUBYAC

Update

In our story last week about the Gingerbread House Program at the Hampton Public Library, we neglected
to mention that the program was presented by Mrs. Tiffany Wigging. We apologize for that oversight, and
congratulate Mrs. Wigging on her excellent program.

Dates to Remember

Virginia Conferences

October 21-23, 2015 Virginia Library Association Annual Conference Richmond
National Conferences

January 30—February 3, 2015........cccooeenene... American Library Association Midwinter Conference Chicago
June 25-30, 2015 American Library Association Annual Conference San Francisco
Online Courses

January 12, 2015—February 21, 2015......... Bilingual Storytime and Library Outreach ( Katie Scherrer ) ...........cooeevceureccs online
Training

February 6, 2015 STEM Workshop with Science Museum of Virginia Franklin
February 13, 2015 STEM Workshop with Science Museum of Virginia King George
February 19, 2015 Early Reading Instructional Strategies and Resources (VDOE & LVA)Charlottesville
February 20, 2015 STEM Workshop with Science Museum of Virginia Fishersville
February 26, 2015 STEM Workshop with Science Museum of Virginia Lebanon
February 27, 2015 STEM Workshop with Science Museum of Virginia Bedford
March 18,2015 Early Reading Instructional Strategies and Resources (VDOE & LVA)...... Richmond

March 31, 2015 Storytime Share-n-Tell Martinsville
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Building STEAM with Dia Book Lists

Continued from page 1

founded in 1996 by children’s book author Pat Mora,
who proposed conceptually linking the existing El Dia
del Nifio with literacy. The founding partner of Dia is
REFORMA, the National Association to Promote Library
and Information Services to Latinos and the Spanish-
Speaking. For more information, please visit
http://dia.ala.org .

About Dollar General Stores

Dollar General Corporation has been delivering value to
shoppers for 75 years. Dollar General helps shoppers
Save time. Save money. Every day!® by offering
products that are frequently used and replenished,
such as food, snacks, health and beauty aids, cleaning
supplies, basic apparel, house wares and seasonal
items at low everyday prices in convenient
neighborhood locations. With more than 11,500 stores
in 40 states, Dollar General has more retail locations
than any retailer in America. In addition to high quality
private brands, Dollar General sells products from
America’s most-trusted manufacturers such as Clorox,
Energizer, Procter & Gamble, Hanes, Coca-Cola, Mars,
Unilever, Nestle, Kimberly-Clark, Kellogg’s, General Mills,
and PepsiCo. For more information on Dollar General,
please visit http://www.dollargeneral.com.

From ALSC Blog
Reach Out and Read Promotes Early
Childhood Literacy

Did you know that a well-child visit to the doctor’s
office can also help to promote early literacy and
school readiness? It can if your well-child
appointment is with one of the 5,200 medical
providers who participate in the

Reach Out and Read Program.

One new Reach Out and Read Program site, the
Bethesda Family Practice in Cincinnati, Ohio, reached
out to their local Norwood Branch Library, which is a
medium-sized branch in the Public Library of
Cincinnati & Hamilton County system, for assistance in
setting up their waiting room Literacy Comer. The
Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton County’s
Marketing department donated full-color literacy
posters with Book Suggestions for Babies and Toddlers
and a growth chart on the side. Also displayed in the
Literacy Corner is the current monthly calendar of
events and story times available at the Norwood
Branch Library.

This is just one example of how children’s librarians
can reach out to their communities to promote early
childhood literacy. Try sending area medical providers
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an email directing them to the Reach Out and Read
website at http://www.reachoutandread.org/.

As recommended by the American Academy of
Pediatrics, Reach Out and Read incorporates early
literacy into pediatric practice, by integrating
children’s books and advice to parents about the
importance of reading aloud into well-child

visits. Reach Out and Read builds on the unique
relationship between parents and medical providers
to develop critical early reading skills in children.

Reach Out and Read serves more than 4 million
children and their families annually. Currently, Reach
Out and Read partners with more than 5,200 program
sites and distributes 6.5 million books per year. The
program serves more than one-third of all children
living in poverty in this country, and continues to grow
each year with the vision that one day the Reach Out
and Read model will be a part of every young child’s
checkups.

The Reach Out and Read model for literacy
promotion has three key elements:

* Primary care providers (doctors, NPs, PAs and RNs) are
trained to deliver early literacy guidance to parents of
children 6 months through 5 years of age during each well
-child visit. This age-appropriate guidance centers on the
importance of: frequent and early exposure to language,
looking at board books and naming pictures with infants,
rhyme and repetition for gaining phonemic awareness
during toddlerhood, and reading interactively (such as
using open-ended questions) when reading with
preschoolers.

» During well-child visits for children ages 6 months through
5 years, the provider gives the child a new,
developmentally-appropriate book to take home, building
a collection of 10 new books in the home before the child
goes to kindergarten. The provider also repeatedly
prescribes reading aloud, every day.

* Reach Out and Read program sites also create literacy-rich
environments that may include gently-used books for
waiting room use or for siblings to take home. In some
waiting rooms, Reach Out and Read volunteers model for
parents the pleasures and techniques of reading aloud to
very young children.

Reach Out and Read is endorsed by the American
Academy of Pediatrics, the National Association of
Pediatric Nurse Practitioners, the Literacy Partner
American Academy of Family Physicians and is a
Library of Congress David M. Rubenstein Prize 2013
Award Winner. For more information visit
http://www.reachoutandread.org/.

Posted January 12, 2015 by Debbie Anderson, Children’s
Librarian, Norwood Branch Library of the Public Library
of Cincinnati and Hamilton County in Ohio.

© Copyright American Library Association
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From PURYAC
Apply Today for a Talk Story: Sharing
smries, Sharing Culture Grant

The American Indian Library Association (AILA) and
the Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association
(APALA) are pleased to announce their continued
sponsorship from Toyota Financial Services. Toyota
Financial Services will sponsor the Talk Story: Sharing
stories, sharing culture program by providing funding
for the fourth year for mini-grants that will be
awarded in early 2015.

Talk Story: Sharing stories, sharing culture
(http://www.talkstorytogether.org) is a literacy
program that reaches out to Asian Pacific American
(APA) and American Indian/Alaska Native (AIAN)
children and their families. The program celebrates
and explores their stories through books, oral
traditions, and art to provide an interactive, enriching
experience. 2015 will be the fifth year that AILA and
APALA have partnered on the Talk Story project and
allocated grant funding to libraries to implement
programs geared towards the APA/AIAN communities.
To date, thirty-three Talk Story grants have been
awarded.

Applications for the grant can be found on the Talk Story
website at:

www.talkstorytogether.org/grants.

Deadline: Friday, February 13, 2015

Grant Amount: $600

Grant Period: May 1, 2015 - November 30, 2015

For more information, please contact:
Lessa Pelayo-Lozada, APALA Co-Chair
lessalozada@gmail.com

Liana Juliano, AILA Co-Chair
1j2116@yahoo.com

Posted January 12, 2015

“In early days, I tried not to give
librarians trouble, which was where I
made my primary mistake. Librarians
like to be given troubles they exist for
it, they are geared to it. For the
location of a mislaid volume, an
uncatalogued item, your good
librarian has a ferret’s nose. Give her
a scent and she jumps the leash, her
eyes bright with battle.”

~ Catherine Drinker Bowen ~
(From Adventures of a Biographer, 1959)
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From PUBLIPB
Grant Opportunity for Rural Libraries

The Libri Foundation is currently accepting
applications for its 2015 BOOKS FOR
CHILDREN grants.

The Libri Foundation is a nationwide non-profit
organization which donates new, quality, hardcover
children'’s books to small, rural public libraries
throughout the United States. Since October 1990, the
Foundation has donated over $6,200,000 worth of new
children's books to more than 3,300 libraries in all 50
states.

In order to encourage
and reward local
support of libraries,
The Libri Foundation
will match any
amount of money
raised by your local
sponsors from $200 to $350 on a 2-to-1 ratio. Thus, a
library can receive up to $1,050 worth of new children's
books. After a library receives a grant, local sponsors
(such as formal or informal Friends groups, civic or
social organizations, local businesses, etc.) have four
months, or longer if necessary, to raise their matching
funds.

The librarian of each participating library selects the
books her library will receive from a booklist provided
by the Foundation. The 600-plus fiction and nonfiction
titles on the booklist reflect the very best of children's
literature published primarily in the last three years.
These titles, which are for children ages 12 and under,
are award-winners or have received starred reviews in
library, literary, or education journals. The booklist also
includes a selection of classic children's titles.

Libraries are qualified on an individual basis. In
general, county libraries should serve a population
under 16,000 and town libraries should serve a
population under 10,000 (usually under 5,000).
Libraries should be in a rural area, have a limited
operating budget, and an active children's
department.

Please note: Rural is usually considered to be at least 30
miles from a city with a population over 40,000. Town
libraries with total operating budgets over $150,000 and
county libraries with total operating budgets over
$450,000 are rarely given grants.

Applications are accepted from independent libraries
as well as libraries which are part of a county,

(Continued on page 5)
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Grant Opportunity for Rural Libraries
Continued from page 4

regional, or cooperative library system. A school
library may apply only if it also serves as the public
library (i.e. it is open to the everyone in the community,
has some summer hours, and there is no public library
in town).

A branch library may apply if the community it is in
meets the definition of rural. If the branch library
receives its funding from its parent institution, then the
parent institution's total operating budget, not just the
branch library's total operating budget, must meet the
budget guidelines.

A library that received a BOOKS FOR CHILDREN grant in
2012 or earlier is eligible to apply if it fulfilled all the

grant requirements, including sending in its final report.

Application deadlines for 2015 are: (postmarked by)
January 23rd and May 1st. Grants are awarded
January 31st and May 15th. If you want your books in
time for your summer reading program, please apply
for a January grant.

The names of grant recipients will be posted on the
Foundation's website a few days after grants are
awarded. Acceptance packets are usually mailed 14-18
days after grants are awarded.

Please DO NOT waste money sending your application
by Express Mail or Certified Mail. The application
deadline is based on postmark date, not arrival date.

Application guidelines and forms may be downloaded
from the Foundation's website at:
http://www.librifoundation.org.

For more information about The Libri Foundation or
its Books for Children program, please contact Ms.
Barbara J. McKillip, President, The Libri Foundation,
PO Box 10246, Eugene, OR 97440. 541-747-9655
(phone); 541-747-4348 (fax); libri@librifoundation.org
(email). Normal office hours are: Monday-Friday, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., Pacific Time.

Posted January 12, 2015

The way a book is read — which
is to say the qualities a reader
brings to a book — can have as

much to do with its worth as
anything the author puts into it.
~ Norman Cousins ~
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From PURYAC
Science for Kids « V' o/

Hello! I am thinking of
creating a "Pint-Size
Science" program at my
library, and I have a lot of
questions for those of you
who may have done the
same thing. First off, I'm / \
pretty good with science I

itself, so that's not my issue. What I'd like to do is
create a monthly science program geared toward
younger kids that would possibly include a story, a
science experiment, and maybe a game based on the
topic we've learned. I'm thinking it would run about
45 minutes or so.

~

Here are questions I have:

1. What age span should I aim for? What works best
for you and why?

2. Where's the best place to get supplies? Do you have
any good partnerships in the community?

3. What are some success tips you've gleaned from
your experiences with this kind of program?

Any and all information you can share with me would
be greatly appreciated.

I'm really looking forward to this! Thanks in advance!
Posted December 30, 2014 by Samantha Nicholson

Hello! This is the third time I'm attempting to send out
this compilation, so I hope it works. If you have a
moment, please let me know you've received it so I
can stop doing this!!! Again, thanks to everyone who
contributed, and good luck to everyone who uses this
info. Posted January 9, 2015

~ First off, congrats on starting a new program! [
haven't read any of the responses you've received yet,
so I apologize if I repeat anything. I started a science
program here called "Science Lab" for grades K & 1.1t
has been a huge hit! I've been doing it now for about 2
years and we register 15 kids for a 2-week session each
season (Fall, Winter, Spring) for 45 minutes. I have them
do some sort of group experiment which I generally
find on Pinterest (you can see my STE(A)M board here:
http: / /www.pinterest.com/dklibrarian/library-related-
steam/

Once I've decided on the experiments I'll be using, I try
to find a short book related to the topic, usually non-
fiction and something like floating and sinking, surface
tension, etc. There is a book called “What Is Science" by
Rebecca Kai Dotlich that I absolutely love as an intro, in
fact I love it so much, I have been reading it each time
with the kids just so they begin to understand the
depth and breadth of science itself! After the short book
(Continued on page 6)
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Science for Kids
Continued from page 5

or two, I'l talk about hypotheses/results/conclusions
with the kids and we'll write their hypotheses on a dry
erase board. If there is time at the end, we'll go back to
it and discuss what was correct and what wasn't and
why. I try to throw out just a few key words like surface
tension, buoyancy, absorption, etc. They get really into
it!

As for materials, most of the experiments I've done
have been simple enough to merit a quick trip to a
local dollar store or grocery store. We did buy thick
rubber gloves from a local hardware store and goggles
from amazon (I can't seem to copy the link in here but
a basic search for "kids safety goggles" will bring up a
set of colored frames made by Pyramex - that's what
we bought).

I haven't done any related games unless the
experiment itself was more of a game, for example,
once we made paper rotocopters (found on the
Exploratorium website) and I set up targets on the floor
for the kids to aim for after they made them. I'd love to
hear any games/activities you come up with?!

The best part is, [ have so much fun doing this with the
kids and I couldn't be further from a "science" person!

"{ 1 did a Weird Science Program a couple of weeks
ago. Ours was done during our Family Fun Night that
runs about an hour. 1t is for all ages, but the ages seem
to range consistently
from about 5-8,
although I do get kids as
young as 2 there with
their older sibling.

The most important
thing I learned very fast,
is not to get too

technical with the

explanations. Having visual aids worked really well to
illustrate the concepts we were working with, but
without going overboard on the science jargon. Also,
anything that has an "explosion' is a BIG hit! We did the
pop and Mentos experiment (outside of course) and
they all loved it. We also did a Sparkle Volcano, and
that also went over well. Any thing that they can
participate in, like making slim or pouring of solutions
was also popular. Anything they had to "watch’ for the
reaction and if the reaction was not big or noticeable
right away, seemed to make them board.

I made sure that all my ingredients could be bought at
the local grocery store, so that if adults wanted to
recreate the experiments at home, they could do so
easily. On that point, make sure to have handouts with
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directions available. The adults seemed very interested
in being able to do the experiments at home.

The best thing I did was put plastic on all the tables
and underneath tables where things could be really
messy. | also made sure that anything that was going
to be messy had some kind container (whether it be a
plastic container or baking sheet) to contain the spill.

This was a really fun program and I plan to do one
again next year but focusing on Water Science.

Here is the link to the "sparkle volcano'. It was so fun!
Your explosion size depends on how much vinegar and
baking soda you put in and the kids caught on to this
quickly. They kept chanting "more! more!" and went
crazy whenever I added more.

http:/ /preschoolpowolpackets.blogspot.com/2012/04/
science-experiment-sparkly-explosion.html

Also, the Elephant Toothpaste (link bellow) was really
cool too! You can get the 6% hydrogen peroxide via
Amazon for super cheap.

http:/ /preschoolpowolpackets.blogspot.com/2012/01/
science-experiment-elephant-toothpaste.html

"{ We have had great success with our “Fun with
Math and Science” program with preschoolers. You can
find resources and information on the project here:
http://libraries.idaho.gov/doc/fun-math-science-family
-workshops

"{ We started Explore! STEAM for Preschoolers at my
last library. Here are the blog posts I did on some of
them:

http:/ /kimpeace.wordpress.com/category/steam/

I found this site to be VERY helpful as well:
http:/ /librarymakers.blogspot.com/search/label/
WonderWorks

1. We put ours at 3-5, but we got a lot of 2 year olds. I
was fine with that, my coworker who also did one was
not.

2. We used things we had around the library,
recyclables, and purchased things like magnifying
glasses, tweezers/tongs, etc. mostly from Lakeshore
because their stuff just seems more durable. We also
brought things from home like fans and lights and
asked staff to bring in cookie sheets and other one time
use things when we needed them. [ want caregivers to
see how easy it is for them to do science at home so
we didn't want to use too many things that were
impossible for them to get. A few things is fun, but too
much and they start to think science is only for special
occasions and not something you can do at home
every day.

(Continued on page 7)
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Science for Kids
Continued from page 6

3. Have a routine. For me, they wrote their names on
blocks as they came in, they sat on the rug, we sang
the hello song with blocks, I read a story, I explained
the stations that were set up and what was expected of
kids caregivers, and then released them to the stations.
Doing this every time helped make set up easy (I could
put things out on the table because they all knew they
couldn't touch them until after the story, etc.) and
stations with a little explanation (not too much-it's
supposed to be about exploration!) help the flow of
things. Also, I tried NOT to impart any of my science
knowledge. Another thing we want caregivers to
understand is they do NOT have to be "good" at science
in order to do this with their kids. Last tip: LET THEM
GET MESSY! They will come back in hordes if you
include really run, messy elements. Sneaky science is in
the high interest sensory stuff. Also, microwave Ivory
soap. Their minds will be blown for just a couple of $.

"{ I've done a Preschool Science Explorers series
periodically, which is one or two stories plus four to six
hands-on activities. The descriptions are here under
“STEM Storytimes”:

http:/ /intentionalstorytime.wordpress.com/hands-on-
science/

"{ I register 18 kids ages 3-6, and they have to come
with an adult. Many of the supplies are easy to find,
but any of the specialty science stuff I get from
Lakeshore Learning. Ithink the key is to have variety in
the hands-on activities so that every different kind of
learner finds something they can really get into. Think
hands-on learning, and don’t stress too much if one of
two activities don’t feel “science-y” enough.

"{ You might want to look at the "Mother Goose Asks
Why?" program. Its even a possibility that your library
i)

“Books educate us about art and
politics and people and ideas. This
happens in non-fiction and fiction.
And in poetry, of course. So many of
us have been moved to a deeper
understanding of things — or many
things — by taking in a few dark lines
on the page.”
~ Author Elizabeth Berg ~
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participated in these workshops and still has the kits.
They would be perfect for this age. There is also a math
kit called "Count on Mother Goose".

"{ We do preschool science here at the library.
Here's what we covered in a blogpost. I really like
Lakeshore for their STEM Kkits. This is with 4 & 5 yr olds
as a stay alone program. [ wish the parents stayed.
Doing experiments with this age group needs more of a
1 on 1 ratio (especially if you plan on doing messy stuff
like volcanoes or making slime).

http:/ /librarymakerspace.blogspot.com/2014/11/
preschool-science-wraps-up-its-first.html

"{ This info may help you a bit:

http:/ /librarymakers.blogspot.com/p/faq-
wonderworks.html

Carissa Christner at Madison Public Library is the
person who does Wonderworks there, so she may be a
resource you could contact.

cchristner at madisonpubliclibrary.org

"{ Our library was one of 33 libraries nationwide
that was chosen several years ago to participate in a

$1.4 million project of the
National Science
—4
I3
time to read the manual
and follow what to do,

Foundation to teach
children ages 3 to 8

but once you get started, this program is self-sustaining
and SO worth it!

science & math concepts
using books paired with
manipulatives. It takes

The project was coordinated by the Vermont Center for
the Book. They have published a manual &
manipulatives that one can purchase that go with
storybooks. Their web site (‘What's the BIG Idea? Math
& Science in the Library’) is:

http:/ /www.mothergooseprograms.org/for-educators-
and-librarians/

The products on this page

(http:/ /www.mothergooseprograms.org/
programsproducts/) are all for the "What's the BIG Idea?"
and used to be available for sale, but I don't see that on
their site anymore. Perhaps you'd need to e-mail them
about it.

"{ Our Library does an annual Family Science Day
geared for preschoolers, and siblings. We have about
12 stations going at one time. Perhaps you'll be able to
glean some info from here:

http:/ /mclskids.pbworks.com/w/page/ 25879612/
Science%20Day%20Fun

(Continued on page 8)
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Science for Kids
Continued from page 7

If you are only offering three or four experiments at a
time, it shouldn't last as long

- | run two monthly science program, one for ages
3-6 and the other for 6-11. I'm thinking you mean
preschoolers by younger kids, but that could just be
because I often think of 5 year olds as my older kids.

For the 3-6 program, most of my attendees are 3 and 4
years old (and some 2s). A lot of kids enter preschool at
4,so 1 don't see many older kids for a morning
program. I usually structure my programs around a
theme rather than a scientific principle and work with
the science that fits the theme. We start the program
with an abbreviated storytime at the beginning --
usually 15 or 20 minutes with discussion of the topic,
one or two books, a movement activity, and one in
depth demonstration of a science activity. After that, [
send the kids off to self-directed stations around the
room, which I think of like centers in a preschool
classroom. Stations usually focus on science, art,
literacy, sensory exploration, and math related to the
theme.

"{ My library system has purchased many STEM
materials and kits from Lakeshore Learning this year
(color paddles, prisms, magnets, animal specimens,
etc.). If you have the budget for those kind of things,
highly recommend Lakeshore. When I started this
program in 2011,
though, we didn't
have any
specialized
materials. I
purchased a
couple of things
like pipettes and a
pan balance, but
otherwise just

used regular craft
materials and recyclables.

One tip I would have for this program is to know the
science you are discussing, but not worry about
presenting it all to the group. I usually have much
more to say than the little ones have the attention
span for. A lot of the time, though, I can go more in
depth with the older kids (4s and 5s) individually while
they are at the stations.

I would also say to not worry about narrowly focusing
on science. I tried to stick with what I, as an adult,
considered science when I first started this program,
and I found it very limiting. Once I reevaluated my
understanding of science and realized I could find

Page 8

science in just about any topic, it was much easier for
me to plan my programs. I also decided to incorporate
more early literacy and child development activities in
the programs.

"{ Last summer I did a science based storytime with
my preschoolers for ages 4-6. They really enjoyed it, so
in the fall I started a Preschool M.E.S.S program. 1t is
Math, Early Literacy, Science and Such. Each week I did
one of the letters, with the science being the most fun I
think.

Ilooked online and through some of our books for the
science projects. Some have been rather messy. I would
suggest laying down a plastic mat or having lots of
paper towels available if you have carpeting like we do.

We have done the power of the wind using straws in
paper (they blew off the paper sleeve and I asked them
what caused it to fly off. Then we tried to keep a
balloon in the air using the straws.), The ivory soap in a
microwave was a hit. I let them take their soap cloud
home.

Our friends helped with the costs. I tried to keep them
relatively inexpensive.

Lessons learned:

Sometimes it gets messy.

Make sure you have set up everything in advance.
Talk to the kids about what is happening.

Have sheet explaining the project. The parents then
can try variations at home.

Have fun. I have discovered that it is fun watching the
kids get into the projects.

"{ I run a monthly science program for preschoolers
ages 3-6. I call it “Preschool SCIENCE-time”. I usually
pick a theme (past themes have included colors, light,
magnets, water, measurement...) and find one or two
picture books that fit that theme. After we've read the
stories, the kids can then go to the hands-on
experiment stations. I try to provide 3-5 stations and
the activities at each station are fairly simple.

For example, when I did a water themed program one
of the stations included a tub of water and a bunch of
random objects. The kids had to make a prediction
about which objects would float and which would sink
and then test their predictions.

A lot of the stations/experiments are created using
everyday household supplies but I've also bought items
from Lakeshore Learning.

(Continued on page 9)
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- i you're going to do a science program for
preschoolers, I would suggest providing an instruction
sheet at each station that has a few simple questions
that parents can ask their child while they are
completing the experiments. Sometimes the kids just
jump right into the experiment so giving the parents
prompts about what questions to ask will help the kids
think more critically about what they’re doing.

I also remind the parents to ask lots of questions before
we break off into the stations.

Before I started the program I asked my Friends group
for money so that I could purchase little lab coats for
the kids to wear during the program. They are super
cute and I think they help the kids feel like real
scientists!

"{ The most helpful resource I've used for coming up
with ideas has been Amy Koester’s blog Show Me
Librarian
http://showmelibrarian.blogspot.com/p/all-things-
steam.html

"{ Oh man. I think which age span just depends on
what kinds of activities you plan. There are great
activities for older toddlers, like dropping food coloring
in milk, or spraying water on permanent markers on
coffee filters. We've also done things with inclined
planes (zooming cheapo cars down them, and the kids
hear the language even if they aren't using those
words themselves) We've done science for all ages and
it seems to work well as long as you have the right kind
of activity.

I buy my own supplies, but try to do science with
cheap things/ recycled things.

Sometimes we have partnered with the local children's
science museum and they come in a do programs for
us, but we pay them. They make it a point to bring
materials that are harder to get or more expensive.

I've enjoyed having the parents help me do some of the
activities and always try to practice what you want to
do at least once! I've never tried to do any science
related games besides those that already are sort of
game like (propulsion of balloons attached with a straw
to a long string).

"{ Years ago, I did a program at a park district called:
"Little Mad Scientist". It was pretty popular, and
because I'm curious myself and like you, I happen to
love science, I had fun right along with my
preschoolers. You may find a book with the above title,

Page 9

and use it as a guide... I gathered ideas, experiments,
etc. from that book, and many places and books, but I
did look at these two:

Title: Science
Adventures:
Nature Activities
for Young
Children by
Elizabeth A.
Sherwood,
Williams,
Rockwell

Title: Science
Play! By Jill Frankel Hauser

But...you'll probably find more- there are many
preschool science books out there, but it is your
enthusiasm, curiosity, silliness, and open-mindedness-
that will be contagious- I did a program about 'pets’,
and brought in my dog (It was a park district & my
daughter helped), our goldfish, our hamster, and a good
friend's cat and an iguana....

When we did a program on water, I brought in ice,
water, humidifier- to show the different properties and
states of 'water. Ha- ha - I remember letting many of
my houseplants get so dry, then bringing them in so
we could water them and Gee, I think I told the kids we
could hear the plants drinking water- guess it was just
the sound of water filling up

Really dry, parched soil! Years later, I would run into
the moms of the children and they said their
youngsters really enjoyed the program.

THAT was so nice to hear.

"{ At my old library I had a science storytime for 3 &
4 year olds. It was lots of fun for me and the kids and
parents loved it.

The first place I went to for ideas, besides science
experiment books, was Pinterest. There are so many
preschool science experiments posted by home
schooling parents and preschool teachers. Many of the
materials are items that are found around the house or
can be purchased at the drug store or supermarket. I
put some on my Pinterest page in the Science
Storytimes.

The other thing I found useful is planning the
experiments for months ahead of time and grouping
them by theme. Plants; Structures and Building;
Animals; Seasons; Chemical Reactions.
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