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 Friends of the Flat River Community Library.  Spring Edition, April 2016 

Volunteers Needed! 
 
The Library’s Meet Up and Eat Up Program provides a free, healthy lunch for 
anyone who is 18-years old or younger. Kids can bring their siblings and friends to 
enjoy lunch together all summer long at the library. The program begins June 11 
and will be available Monday through Friday, noon to 1 p.m., until August 5. 
 
Gordon Food Service is generously providing the food. The library provides the 
place. Volunteers are needed to prepare the space, prepare the food, serve and 
clean up. For volunteer information, please contact Library Director Laura Powers. 

Friends Supported 
Events, 2016 

 

April 
29  Friends Used Book & Cookie Sale 

      and Silent Auction, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

30  Friends Used Book & Cookie Sale 

      and Silent Auction, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

May 
5    Friends Monthly Meeting, 7:00 p.m., 

      Stafford Room 

 
June 
2   Friends Monthly Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

     Stafford Room 

11 Summer Reading Kick-off, 11 a.m. to  

     3 p.m., for all ages 

 
 

 
Five items are on the Friends auction block during the 

Spring Used Book & Cookie Sale and Silent Auction, 

April 29 and 30, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. Each 

silent auction item has been specially selected for this 

sale. 
 

Auction items are placed on a table at the entrance to the 

Stafford Room where the book sale takes place.  Each 

item has an auction sign-up and amount sheet for you to 

fill in. You need not be present to win. All proceeds 

benefit the Flat River Community Library. 
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We’re on Facebook where you’ll 

find Friends and library news and 

announcements.  

Check us out daily! 

 
 

FLAT RIVER 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

Please note:  

Most events are held in the library’s Stafford 

Room. Dates and times are subject to change 

without notice. Related information may 

appear in the Daily News, on the library’s 

website, and/or the Friends of the Flat River 

Community Library Facebook (FB) page. 

Friends Silent Auction Items 

Danielle Wellergem was born and raised in Greenville.  

When she was in high school, she enrolled in the 

work/study program and was assigned to work at the Flat 

River Community Library. She never left. Her current 

position is Circulation Clerk, and she loves all aspects of 

her job, especially getting acquainted with the patrons at 

the Information Desk. She finds it rewarding to do 

research for them, help them find information, reserve 

books, and to watch their families grow. When asked what 

challenges libraries face today, she immediately answered 

“online technical issues.” 

Danielle has two children of her own, girls ages 14 and 9, 

and they love books as much as she does. Her favorite 

author is Joanne Flucke, who writes mysteries with recipes 

woven into the titles and stories. She’s currently reading 

Red Velvet Cake Murder. Books about the Amish and 

energy medicine (hands-on therapy, acupressure) round 

out some of her favorites. 

Danielle has an Associate’s degree from Montcalm 
Community College and plans to continue working toward 
an accounting degree there. She loves this time of year 
because she loves to do taxes! 
 
She and her family they enjoy picnics, the beach, 
swimming, and of course, reading time. 

2015 Summer Reading Stats 
 

FRCL Director Laura Powers is delighted to share the 

now tabulated statistics from the 2015 Summer 

Reading Program. And, we are equally delighted to 

share them here with you because we are proud to be 

a community of readers! 

 

• 1,455 people registered, up 17% from 2014 

• Youth registration was up 20% from 2014 

• Youth program finishers were up 29% from 2014 

• 643 people finished the program, up 15% from 2014 
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• New Book Review 

• Summer Reading Program Info 
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• Friends April Book Sale 

• Friends Supported Events Calendar 

• 2015 Summer Reading Stats 

At left: Danielle Wellergem is well 

versed in patron research. If you need 

help finding that illusive book, look 

for Danielle’s smiling face because 

she is the person to see. 

She also loves animals and is the 

proud owner of  two dogs, a rat terrier 

and a corgi, and a cat. 

 

Make-a-Gift 2015 

 

This Friends-sponsored program occurs 

each December. We invite children of all 

ages to come to the library to make gifts 

from the heart for friends and family. 

Volunteers and children alike enjoy the 

creative process and find joy in the end 

product. Volunteers wrap each gift with 

the utmost care for a festive presentation. 

 

At left:  Tim West always 

knew that he would be a 

librarian. His friendly manner 

and willingness to help others 

are attributes often found in 

librarians. We are happy and 

thankful that Tim chose FRCL 

to call his workplace and it’s a 

pleasure to see his friendly 

face at the Reference Desk. 

You’ll hear Tim West’s voice on the telephone automated 

attendant recording when you call the Flat River 

Community Library. He is currently Reference/Cataloging 

Librarian and has been at the Flat River Community 

Library since November 1987! He has worked at our 

facility longer than any other current member of the staff. 

Tim can’t remember a time when he didn’t spend a good 

deal of time in a library, and says that libraries still invoke 

a feeling of awe for him. He believes he was born to be a 

librarian, appreciates seeing the familiar faces of the 

regular patrons, and enjoys meeting new ones. 

Tim grew up in Holland, Michigan, graduated with a BA in 

history from Calvin College in Grand Rapids, got his 

Master of Information and Library Studies degree from 

The University of Michigan, and came to Greenville 

immediately after graduation. In fact, he has worked with 

the Legislative Committee of the Michigan Library 

Association toward increased funding for libraries in the 

State of Michigan. 

Tim is a nonfiction reader, citing Isaac Asimov’s 

Chronology of the World as a favorite book. He just 

finished reading neuroscientist John Medina’s Brain 

Rules, which offers many ideas to improve brain power. 

Tim may be the first librarian to write a book review for 

our newsletter, stay tuned! 



 

2016 Membership: NEW AND RENEWAL 

If you enjoy participating in the many programs that the Friends sponsors, such 
as the Summer Reading Program, or if you read the new digital magazine 
collection (Zinio) or buy books and cookies at our sales, please consider 
renewing or joining the Friends! We support the Flat River Community Library 
financially, in-kind, and through volunteering. Join us and together we’ll continue 
to provide a safe and educational environment for you and for our community. 
Thank you! 
 

Individual Member $5.00   Family $10.00   Contributing Member $_______ 
 
Name:  ________________________________________________________ 

Address:   _____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip code   ____________________________________________ 

Phone and E-mail  _______________________________________________ 

What are your interests?   _________________________________________ 

 
The membership year is January 1 through December 31, 2016.  Please make your check payable 
to Friends of the Flat River Community Library and mail it to or drop it off* at the FRCL, 200 W. 

Judd St., Greenville, MI 48838.  Thank you, we appreciate your support! 
*Checks/cash may be dropped off at the Library Circulation Desk with this completed form. (2016) 

Our used books range in price from $0.25 

to $5.00. There are no buyer restrictions 

and our books are not picked over. Sale 

days and times are on the back page of 

this newsletter and we advertise our book 

sales in the newspaper and on 

Booksalefinder.com. Also, to see color 

photos of individual auction items, go to 

our Facebook page, before and during the 

book sale. Check it out! 

New Friends Members! 

Welcome to our new members Laura 

Powers, Carole L. Boyce, Gary and 

Hedy Sage, and Kathy Cristofali who 

have joined us over the past few months. 

We are happy to have you as new 

members and look forward to seeing you 

at the monthly meetings to personally 

welcome you! 

 

 

Friends Book Review 

The Origins of the Irish, by J.P. Mallory, Thames & Hudson Ltd., 2013 
Read and reviewed by Friends member Ken Lobenstein 
 

 

 

‘Twas the Christmas Tree 
Decorating Season 2015! 

.  

 I set out to read a general history if the Emerald Isle in preparation for a visit there. Instead, I started with this seemingly 
ponderous trudge through millions of years of geology and archaeology. But Professor Mallory (Queens University, Belfast) 
had a trick up his sleeve! He approaches the subject with a light-hearted joy and an occasional flash of a marvelous wit. Not 
such a trudge after all! He dashes in a mere 36 pages through the 13.8 billion years in which the northern hemisphere glides 
from its original location near the south pole to the point when two separate land masses come together to create the mound 
of rock we now call Ireland. Illustrations abound to help guide the path and the discoveries about the history of our planet are 
mind boggling. And I thought I knew a thing or two about geography! 

We then settle in for a romp through six highly readable chapters of theory and counter theory about where the Irish people 
came from and when. In the process, the lesson in human migration going back 12,000 years and more is brilliantly related. 
Confusing at times because the archaeological record has been scoured by plunderers, massive floods, glaciers, et al. Then 
we get it all wrapped up in the alternative history of Irish folklore that is then dissected to help understand what is factually 
based and what is sheer, if I may, Blarney. 

Now comes the hard part. Unless you’re a geneticist. The archaeological record is then framed in an exhausting (to this 
reader) foray into the world of genetics! In an archeology book! I had to learn science to finish this book? Yep. Who knew we 
were so complex and that our gene pool has become so intermixed as to defy any family history I ever heard! And who knew I 
would enjoy the lesson! 

But the good professor is not done yet! Linguistics time! And we are treated to a fascinating history of language, global 
language, and how the long history explains, or doesn’t, the origins of the spoken and written Irish language. Head spinning, I 
stumbled into the final chapter. 

Thankfully, the good professor wraps it all up to show how the various elements of “proof” of the origins of the Irish can be put 
together in a marvelous story of the land I will soon visit! I cannot wait to see, hear and feel it in person and have an incredibly 
better sense of anticipation than any tour book would have provided! All well worth the effort. A tip of the hat to Belfast! 

Summer Reading Program Returns with a Bang! 
 

It’s going to be another fun-filled summer of library events and activities beginning with Summer Reading Kick-Off on 
Saturday, June 11 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., for all ages! Stop by the library anytime to sign up for Summer Reading and join the 
fun with FREE activities like mini-golf, face painting, a bounce house and petting zoo! And, here are a handful of the programs 
we have in-store for you throughout the summer! 
 

Wildlife Safari, Thursday, June 16 at 10 a.m., for all ages. Wildlife Safari will be bringing the magic and adventure of 
animals to the library for a truly unique, hands-on experience! See and touch creatures both great and small from around the 
world at this amazing program. 

Live-Action Pac-Man, Friday, June 17 at 2:30 p.m., for teens. Who doesn’t love the classic game of Pac-Man? But 
what happens when you’re put in Pac-Man’s place and are being chased by ghosts? Find out at this action-packed program. 

Mini Olympics, Wednesday, June 29 at 3:30 p.m., for teens. Get in the game and compete in five different Olympic 
events-- library style. Prizes will be awarded! 

Shake, Rattle, and Roll!, Thursday, June 30 at 2 p.m., for youth. Put down the TV remote, get off the couch, get 
moving, and get fit. We’ll dance, clap, twist, and rock in this fun, interactive, energizing program. All music and vocals are 
performed live in this entertaining Rock and Roll show. 

Action Art, Thursday, July 14 at 3 p.m., for youth. Get ready to move as you roll, spin, smoosh, shake, and skip to 
create art at this exciting, action-packed program. Remember to wear something you don’t mind getting dirty! 

Flying Aces, Monday, July 25 at 4 p.m., for all ages. Watch the Flying Aces show off their Frisbee skills with amazing 
feats, tricks, and just plain silliness guaranteed to add a healthy serving of fun to your day. 

Quick, Watson! The (Scavenger) Hunt is On!, Thursday, July 28 at 2:30 p.m., for teens. Prove your sleuthing abilities 
in this Sherlock Holmes-inspired scavenger hunt. 

Subzero Science, Tuesday, August 2 at 2:30 p.m., for youth. What is colder than the coldest place on Earth? Liquid 
nitrogen! Investigate states of matter as we see liquid boil at room temperature and rubber become as brittle as glass. Freeze 
things, smash stuff, and pick up lots of cool science along the way with presenters from the Air Zoo! 
 
These are but a few of the events and activities planned during Summer Reading, so be sure to sign up and we’ll have a great 
time this summer! This is a Friends supported program! 
 
(Note: Summer Reading ends on Friday, August 5.) 

 

Tids ‘n’ Bits 
 

• Donations of unfrosted cookies and 

personal-sized breads for the April 28-

29 cookie sale are requested. Call Gisela 

Peek at 225-8291, with questions, and 

many thanks for your yummy donations! 

• Meet Up and Eat Up: Monday – 

Friday, noon to 1 p.m., for kids 18-

years old and younger, June 20 – 

August 5, no program July 4- 8.  We are 

pleased to partner with Greenville Public 

Schools to offer FREE lunches to any 

individual 18 years old and younger. No 

registration is required, just come to the 

library for healthy food to fuel your 

summer! Bring a friend! 

• Many Thanks! To all who donated 

grocery bags. No more are needed. 

You’ve supplied us for the year! 

• Our Friends November 2015 booksale 

was mentioned in the Friends of 

Michigan Libraries website’s newsletter 

section. There is also a link to our 

newsletter via the FRCL. Check it out at 

www.FOML.org. 

Above from left: Don and Fran Gibbs, 

Julie Momber, Linda Jones 

Below from left: Mary Magirl, Carole 

Boyce, Linda Mollo 

 

 

Many thanks to everyone who came out 

to make our library a festive, cozy and 

snug place for quiet winter reading with 

a cup of hot library cocoa, tea, or 

coffee. You are appreciated! 

New Friends Brochure! 

 


