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FOOTNOTES 
This newsletter is published three times a year in April, August, and November by the 

 Friends of the Flat River Community Library.  Late Fall–Winter Edition, November 2014 

It’s your Lucky Day!  The Flat River Community Library has 
an exciting new collection of books just for people who love 
to check out new bestsellers, but don’t love the long hold lists 
for the most popular items on the shelves.  The Lucky Day 
collection, generously funded by the Friends of the Flat River 
Community Library, includes extra copies of hot new books 
that can’t be put on hold or renewed.  Therefore, this new 
collection gives patrons a better chance of finding high-
demand items on the shelf, just waiting to be checked out.  
They will be able to walk in and have the potential to find 
items they, in the past, may have had to wait weeks to read.   

The Lucky Day collection allows the library to increase and 
improve its service to the community by providing patrons 
with a fun and spontaneous way to browse for popular, 
current, and in-demand books, and offer them something 
they were looking for right away, rather than having to wait 
for weeks to receive their books.   

Library director Laura Powers says of the Lucky Day 
collection: “We hope that we will be able to provide our 

 

Friends Supported 
Events 
 

November 
6    Friends Monthly Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

14  Friends Used Book & Cookie Sale and 

      Silent Auction, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

15  Friends Used Book & Cookie Sale and  

      Silent Auction, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

18  Michigan’s Orphan Train, 6 p.m. 

 

December 
4    No Friends Monthly Meeting 

13  Make-a-Gift, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., for 

youth 

 
January 2015 
8   Friends Monthly Meeting: Budget 

     Approval, 7 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Four books and a set of 10 compact discs of an audio 

book are on the Friends auction block during the 

November Used Book & Cookie Sale and Silent 

Auction, November 14 & 15. Each silent auction item 

has been specially selected. They include: The Twelve 

Days of Christmas by Anne Geddes; Lewis & Clark: 

Voyage of Discovery by Stephen E. Ambrose; Williams-

Sonoma Cake and Williams-Sonoma Pies & Tarts 

cookbooks (sold as a set); Special Forces by Chris 

Chant; Mockingjay: The final book of the Hunger Games 

by Suzanne Collins, an unabridged 10-CD set, read by 

Carolyn McCormick. 
 

Auction items are placed on a table at the entrance to the 

Stafford Room where the book sale takes place.  Each 

item has an auction sign-up and amount sheet for you to 

fill in. You need not be present to win.  All proceeds 

benefit the Flat River Community Library. 
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If you have questions, comments, 

suggestions or Friends-related 

news to share, please contact us 

by E-mail at 

FFRCLeditor@gmail.com 
 

Web at www.flatriverlibrary.org 

or 
USPS 

Friends of the FRCL  

200 W. Judd St.  

Greenville, MI 48838. 
 

We’re on Facebook where you’ll 

find Friends and library news and 

announcements.  

Check us out daily! 

 

 
 

FLAT RIVER 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

Please note:  

Most events are held in the library’s Stafford 

Room. Dates and times are subject to change 

without notice. Related information may 

appear in the Daily News, on the library’s 

website, and/or the Friends of the Flat River 

Community Library Facebook (FB) page. 

Friends Silent Auction Items 

patrons with more of what they want to read when they 
want to read it, rather than sending them away 
disappointed that they have to be put on a waiting list for 
the books they are excited to read.  We are so grateful to 
the Friends for providing us with the funding to get this 
new collection started – we couldn’t have done it without 
their support!”   

When asked what prompted the Friends to make the 
donation toward the Lucky Day collection, Friends 
president Julie Momber said the Friends believed it 
would be “a nice service to the community, where they 
would have easier access to current and popular fiction.”     

The library will continue to add new titles to the Lucky 
Day collection, keeping up with the newest releases and 
bestsellers.  You never know what could be waiting on 
the shelf for you the next time you visit the Flat River 
Community Library – any day could be your Lucky Day! 

Note:  Friends received a request from the library for 
funding the Lucky Day collection for a second year—it 
was approved. We hope that you enjoy this treasure! 

 

 

 

Friends Sponsored  

Historians of Michigan, Al and David Eicher, offer 

their views based on documentation of the era of the 

children who were swept from the streets of New 

York and Boston,  landing here, in Michigan. Join us 

for an engaging early evening program. 

 

 

Inside this issue 

• Gisela Peek to Receive Award 

• Christmas Baskets and Make-a-Gift 

• New Book Review 

• What Friends Are Reading Now 

• Friends at the Expo 

• Friends Book Sale 

• Friends Silent Auction Items 

• Friends Supported Events Calendar 

From left wearing their distinctive blue 

Friends polos are Mary Magirl, Friends 

secretary; Julie Momber, Friends president; 

Fran Gibbs, library board of directors, they 

bookend the library’s Lucky Day collection, 

funded by Friends of the FRCL.   

Photo by Laura Powers. 

The Flat River Community Library Highlights New Collection  
  By Britney Dillon 

 



 

2015 Membership: NEW AND RENEWAL 

The membership year is nearly done. If you enjoyed participating in the many 
programs that the Friends sponsored, such as the Summer Reading Program, 
or if you read the new digital magazine collection (Zinio) or buy books and 
cookies at our sales, please consider renewing or joining Friends! We support 
the Flat River Community Library financially, in-kind, and through volunteering. 
Join us and together we’ll continue to provide a safe and educational 
environment for you and for our community. Thank you! 
 

Individual Member $5.00   Family $10.00   Contributing Member $_______ 
 
Name:  ________________________________________________________ 

Address:   _____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip code   ____________________________________________ 

Phone and E-mail  _______________________________________________ 

What are your interests?   _________________________________________ 

 
The membership year is January 1 through December 31, 2015.  Please make your check payable 
to Friends of the Flat River Community Library and mail it to or drop it off* at the FRCL, 200 W. 

Judd St., Greenville, MI 48838.  Thank you, we appreciate your support! 
 

*Checks/cash may be dropped off at the Library Circulation Desk with this completed form. (2015) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

While you’re shopping at the upcoming 

book sale for a special holiday gift or 

checking out an author you heard was 

interesting, check out our silent auction 

items and cookie sale, too. Our books 

range in price from $0.25 to $5.00. There 

are no buyer restrictions and our books are 

not picked over. Sale days and times are 

on the back page of this newsletter and we 

advertise our book sales on 

Booksalefinder.com. Also, to see color 

photos of individual auction items, go to 

our Facebook page, anytime. Check it out! 
 

Tids ‘n’ Bits 
 

• Donations of unfrosted cookies for the 

August 14-15 cookie sale are requested. 

Contact Gisela Peek at 225-8291, with 

questions, and many thanks for your 

yummy donations! 
 

• Don’t forget about the new TEMPO 

(Contemporary) titles of popular and 

newly published books for and about 

people who are 20-to-30-years old. There 

is a three-week checkout. TEMPO titles 

may be put on hold and renewed! 
 

• Friends is in need of donations of 

brown paper bags—grocery bag sized. 

If you collect them and wish to donate, 

brown paper bags may be donated at the 

library circulation desk.  Thank you! 
 

We Have New Members! 

Welcome to our new members Bob 

Wingate, Nancy Steiner, Tom 

Hawkinson, and Karen Powell who have 

joined us over the past few months. We 

are happy to have you as new members 

and look forward to seeing you at the 

monthly meetings to personally welcome 

you! 

Friends Facebook Page 
Is Alive and Doing Well 

Thank you to all of the people who visit 

the Friends of the Flat River Community 

Library FB page, leave notes, share our 

information with others who might wish 

to attend programs, and “Like” us. The 

page is updated on Sunday nights and 

announces the activities in the library and 

special Friends events taking place that 

week. As program times change, that 

information is updated. 

Here’s how we are doing based on 

information collected by Facebook. 

January – October 2014 

• Times people engaged  = 2,263  

• Times people shared our posts = 66 

• Number of new posts = 87 

• Number of “Likes” = 64 
 

We are encouraged by feedback and look 

forward to your visit to our page.  Find us 

on Facebook at Friends of the Flat River 

Community Library. 

 

 

 

 

What Friends Are Reading 
Now … 
 

Here are our recommendations of books 

we’ve read and think are good to great. If 

you’re looking for a new author or an 

interesting book, try one of these and let us 

know what you think! Send an email to  

FFRCLEditor@gmail.com. 
 

Non-Fiction 
• The Closing of the American Mind: How 

higher education has failed democracy and 

impoverished the souls of today’s students 

by Allan Bloom 

• The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, 

William Howard Taft, and the Golden Age 

of Journalism by Doris Kearns Goodwin  

• The Good Spy: The Life and Death of 

Robert Ames by Kai Bird 
 

Fiction 
• Devil Water by Anya Seton 

• Mockingjay by Suzanne Collins 

• The Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarty 

• Calling Me Home: A novel by Julie Kibler 

• With Violets by Elizabeth Robards 

• The Outlander Series (8 books): 

Outlander, Dragonfly in Amber, Voyager, 

Drums of Autumn, The Fiery Cross, A 

Breath of Snow and Ashes, An Echo in the 

Bone, Written in My Own Heart’s Blood by 

Diana Gabaldon 

• The Chesapeake Diaries Series (7 books): 

Coming Home, Home Again, Almost Home, 

Hometown Girl, Home for the Summer, The 

Long Way Home, At the River’s Edge by 

Mariah Stewart 

 

 

 

 

Friends Book Review 

The Edge of the Water, by Elizabeth George 

New York, New York: Viking – Penguin Group, 2014 
Read and reviewed by Friends member Ken Lobenstein. 

. 
Take a virtual orphan, drop her in an unknown setting, mix with the myth of a jet black 
seal, and toss in the annual festival that brings much needed money to an isolated 
community, and you have quite a mystery.  But be ready for it to go surreal early and 
stay there. This is Elizabeth George branching out from our friends at Scotland Yard to 
an island in Puget Sound and an entirely new cast of characters. What’s the deal with 
this seal?  Why is this stranger prying into the question?  Who are the good guys and 
who are the bad guys?  And, why?  Put your logic in a blender, set it on puree, and let it 
run for the several hours that 440 pages take to read, and be ready to be wrong at every 
guess you make to these questions. The conclusion defies all logic; some might think it 
defies reason.  But the pace is quick, the twists and turns and highs and lows of the plot 
bring to mind one of those roller coasters where your legs dangle in the air. No footing.  
Becca will have you screaming “what are you doing, girl?” as you forge ahead to watch 
her do it. Unrequited love abounds—on many levels. Seedy trailers, sunken boats, tree 
houses, and scuba diving create odd diversions in the Pacific Northwest rainforest.  If 
you love George’s traditional characters, this might not suit; if you love her writing and 
the complexity of her plots, you will feel right at home. But the home is on shifting ground 
and you might get a bit dizzy as it spins around you. 

 

 

 

And the Award Goes To… 

We are proud to announce that longtime Friends member, volunteer, and 
marathoner, Gisela Peek has been selected to receive the 2014 Women’s Action 
Network Women of the Year award. Peek was nominated by the public because of 
her commitment and service to her community, profession, and family. She will be 
the sixth woman to receive this award. 

The award ceremony takes place on November 11 at the Montcalm Community 
College M-TEC. 

To learn more about the Women’s Action Network, visit their website at 
www.womensaction.net. 

Photo at left: Gisela Peek, volunteer gift wrapper at 2013 Make-a-Gift 

 

Christmas Baskets Are 
Back…and, Make-a-Gift 
for Youth Returns 

Last year’s handmade Christmas 
baskets and small items sold out long 
before the holiday made its 
appearance. Mary Magirl, who 
oversees the making, is up for the 
challenge again this year and we are 
happy for it. Baskets and gifts are 
fairly priced between $2 and $15. 

Watch our Facebook page for photos and information and the library circulation desk 
for display and to purchase of these holiday items. 

Also, Friends is happy to sponsor Make-a-Gift for the youth in our community, again 
this year. Join us for a fun and exciting handcrafted (by you!) shopping trip at the 
library, on December 13, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  We will wrap your handmade gifts for 
holiday presentation.  Join us for some good, wholesome holiday gift making fun! 

Library and Friends at 
Expo 

On October 15, the library shared a table with 

Friends at the Greenville Expo which took 

place at the Greenville high school.  

 

 

Photo at right: Library Director 

Laura Powers (right) with patron. 

http://www.womensaction.net/

