
 

 

Understanding the two badges: 
 

 

 
A site with a red badge lacks credibility or transparency in 
important areas and should generally not be trusted as the 
primary source of information. Users should always 
independently verify information on red sites, and if they 
feel there is a compelling case for citing a red site, they 
should be able to clearly articulate why. 
 

  
 
 
Additional badges: 

 
A site with a green badge can generally be trusted, but not 
all sites rated green are equal. A green site may still lack 
credibility or transparency in certain key areas. Users should 
read the full nutrition label to understand any shortcomings 
of the site that might impact whether they should trust the 
story they’re consulting. 
 
 

 

 

 
A website intended to entertain. Unlike a false news website 
that is intentionally deceiving, a satirical website is upfront 
about its nature, or widely known to be a parody. A common 
example is The Onion. Much like a red website, an orange 
website should typically not be consulted as the primary 
source of information, unless there is a compelling reason 
for citing it.  

 

 

 

 
A platform, such as Wikipedia or YouTube, where users 
produce content that might not be edited or vetted for 
accuracy. Users should evaluate the credibility of the 
account uploading content to the platform, and the sources 
it uses. Users should always independently verify 
information on the platform using reputable sources. 
 

 

 
Stay tuned: NewsGuard’s team of journalists is currently in 
the process of reviewing this website. 

    
  (or no badge displayed) 

 
When a white badge appears in the upper right hand corner 
of a website, or no badge appears next to a link, it indicates 
that NewsGuard has not yet rated the site, nor will 
NewsGuard rate it any time soon. If there is a compelling 
reason for NewsGuard to assess a website, users should click 
on the icon and submit it for review.  
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Reading a Nutrition Label 
 

The sections of a Nutrition Label:  
 

• Ownership and Financing: Names a site’s 
owner and describes how it is financed. 

 
• Content: Describes the type of stories, videos, 

and other information that a reader will 
encounter on a site. Also explains if the site 
reflects an ideology. 

 
• Credibility: Illustrates whether a site’s reporting 

is credible, and explains why it may have 
received a red X for any credibility criteria. 

 
• Transparency: Describes how much 

information a site provides about itself, and 
explains why it may have received a red X for 
any transparency criteria. 

 
• History: Provides context for how long a 

website has been around, why it was started, 
and what changes it may have undergone over 
the years. 

 
• Sources: Contains a full list of sources, 

organized by section, to support each fact 
stated in the Nutrition Label. Users can consult  
the source list to verify statements made in the label. 

 
• Authors: Each label names the analysts and editors that reviewed that website, providing 

their bio and email address for anyone with questions or concerns.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


