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ALA News 

ALSC Cancels 2016 National 
Institute in Charlotte, North 
Carolina in Response to HB 2 
The Board of Directors of the Association for 
Library Service to Children (ALSC), a division 
of the American Library Association, voted 
today to cancel its 2016 National Institute 
scheduled for September in Charlotte, N.C. 

The cancellation is a response to the passage last 
month of North Carolina’s Public Facilities Privacy & 
Security Act (House Bill 2), which repealed all GLBT-
inclusive nondiscrimination ordinances across the 
state.  

The law contradicts the core values, purpose, and 
diversity work of ALSC and undermines civil rights and 
the fundamental principles upon which libraries are 
founded. While N.C. Governor Pat McCrory did release 
an executive order last week addressing the 
controversial HB2, the action does not restore cities’ 
right to establish local non-discrimination ordinances 
that apply to the private sector. 

All those registered for the ALSC National Institute will 
receive a full refund of the registration fees without 
penalty and will be contacted directly with further 
information in the coming days. 

ALSC is working on educational offerings in online and 
face-to-face format to take the place of the Charlotte 
Institute. Full details will be available in the coming 
weeks. 

ALSC expresses its immense gratitude to the 2016 
Institute Planning Task Force for their commitment, 
creativity, and the incredible amount of work they 
completed. The ALSC leadership also is grateful for all 
the thoughts, concerns, and suggestions provided by 
our members, which helped inform and guide the 
Board’s discussion and decision-making. 

(Continued on page 3) 

ALA News    

Sheila Umberger, Director, Roanoke 
Public Libraries, Receives 2016 
Sullivan Award 
The American Library Association (ALA) is 
pleased to announce the 2016 Peggy Sullivan 
Award for Public Library Administrators 
Supporting Services to Children has been 
awarded to Sheila Umberger, director, 
Roanoke Public Libraries, which is 
headquartered in Roanoke, Virginia.  

The Sullivan Award is presented annually to an 
individual in a library administrator role who has 
shown exceptional understanding and support of 
public library service to children.  

The award will be presented at the ALA President’s 
Program, Sunday, June 26, 2016 at the ALA Annual 
Conference in Orlando, Florida. 

A Virginia native, 
Umberger earned her 
MLS from the University 
of South Carolina. After 
learning the ropes of 
technical and public 
services at Lutheran 
Theological Southern 
Seminary in South 
Carolina and Wayne 
State College Library in 
Nebraska, Umberger joined Roanoke Public Libraries in 
1982, eventually becoming the library director in 2004. 

As Roanoke’s library director, Umberger has led a 
team of library staff in developing innovative 
programs including Baby Board Book, free book 
distribution and Feed and Read. Children’s programs 
were expanded beyond traditional storytimes to include 
STEM, art and music activities. The number of Youth 
Services programs offered increased from 118 a year to 
3,392 during her tenure, and she oversaw the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The Library of Virginia 
Mission 

As the Commonwealth’s library and archives, the Library of Virginia is a trusted educational institution.  We acquire, 
preserve, and promote access to unique collections of Virginia’s history and  

advance the development of library and records management services statewide. 

Vision 
The Library of Virginia will inspire learning, ignite imagination, create possibilities, encourage understanding,  

and engage Virginia’s past to empower its future. 

Finance 
The Library’s primary funding source is General Fund appropriations.  The majority of the Library’s General Fund expenses 
represent transfer payments to local government for state aid to public libraries.  Additionally, the Library earns special 

nongeneral fund revenue from storage fees charged to agencies and courts for document and records storage  
and from local circuit court records’ preservation fees.   

The Library also receives federal grant funding through the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) of 1996.   
This grant promotes access to leaning and information resources of libraries. 

Goals  
2014-2016 
Collections:  

Strengthen and Preserve the Library’s collections and expand accessibility for the benefit of users. 

Service:  
Deliver courteous, accurate, and efficient information services to our customers. 

Organizational Excellence:  
Position the Library to effectively embrace new challenges and increasing responsibilities. 

Educational Readiness and Achievement:  
Engage and educate parents, teachers, and learners through programming designed to enhance early literacy readiness and 

to provide access to quality education resources for prekindergarten and K12 children. 

This goal is critical in fulfilling the Library’s mission to provide Virginians with access to the most comprehensive information resources  
and to elevate levels of educational preparedness and attainment of Virginia’s citizens. 

Associated State Goal 

Education: Elevate the levels of educational preparedness and attainment of our citizens. 
Education Attainment Objectives 

 ����  Increase the number of children who participate in the Winter Reading Program. 
 �  Increase the number of children and teens who are served by public libraries through out-of-school programs and summer reading programs. 
 �  Support the parent as a child’s first teacher by implementing Early Literacy Activity Centers in public libraries and providing training on their use. 

Youth Services Notes  
is issued weekly by 

Enid Costley 
Children’s and Youth Services Consultant 

Library Development and Networking  
Library of Virginia 

800 East Broad Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219-1905 

Phone: 804.692.3765 
Fax: 804.692.3771 

E-mail: enid.costley@lva.virginia.gov  
Extranet: www.vpl.virginia.gov 

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support 
for the nation’s 123,000 libraries and 17,500 museums.    
Through grant making, policy development, and research, IMLS helps communities 
and individuals thrive through broad public access to knowledge, cultural heritage, 
and lifelong learning.  

 

This newsletter project is made possible by a grant from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services. 
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expansion and enhancement of library spaces for 
children to include a play area, a programming 
mezzanine and a two-story slide.  

Star City Reads may be Umberger’s crowning 
achievement. Launched in 2012, Star City Reads is 
Roanoke’s Campaign for Grade-Level Reading coalition, 
focusing the entire community on the goal of having 
children reading proficiently by the end of third grade. 
In collaboration with a dozen partners, ranging from 
Virginia Tech to the Roanoke Police Department, Star 
City Reads reached into every segment of the Roanoke 
community, even launching Books on Buses, a mobile 
lending library available on three Valley Metro bus 
lines. 

Through a well-defined strategy, Umberger targeted the 
most at-risk demographic, weak readers approaching 
third grade, and caught them at that most pivotal age. 
This smart investment of resources gave the children 
the tools they needed to become their own champions. 
She became part of a new vision for her city, a six time 
recipient of the National Civic League of All-America 
Cities award. 

“This was a very strong year for Sullivan 
nominations,” said Dodie Ownes, 2016 jury chair. 
“Umberger’s pragmatic yet innovative approach to 
expanding Roanoke Public Library children’s services 
into the community simply put her over the top.” Ann 
Burlingame, jury member and 2015 Sullivan award 
winner, noted that “Umberger has consistently worked 
to provide all children with an enriching, educational 
and entertaining experience at their public library.” 

ALA Press Release, April 19, 2016 

ALA News 

Fifty Public Libraries Selected to 
Host “Thinking Money” Traveling 
Exhibition 
The American Library Association (ALA) Public 
Programs Office, in partnership with the 
Financial Industry Regulatory Authority 
(FINRA) Investor Education Foundation, has 
announced 50 public libraries that will host a 
new traveling exhibition, Thinking Money. 

Norfolk Public Library and Chesterfield County 
Public Library are two of the 50 libraries that 
will host the exhibition. 

Money affects all Americans, but many of us lack the 
knowledge we need to make smart financial choices 
that will prepare us for whatever the future 
brings. Thinking Money strives to teach tweens, teens 
and their parents, caregivers and educators about 
financial literacy topics — like saving, spending and 
avoiding fraud — in a way that is not only 
understandable, but fun. 

Thinking Money will travel the country between 2016 
and 2018. View a list of the selected sites at   
https://apply.ala.org/thinkingmoney/selected-sites  
A travel itinerary will be released in the coming 
months. 

The host libraries were selected in a peer-reviewed, 
competitive application process. Each selected site will 
receive the 1,000-square-foot traveling exhibition for a 
six-week loan, a $1,000 programming allowance, travel 
and accommodation at an orientation workshop in 
Orlando and various programming and marketing 
resources. 

Through an adventure-themed storyline, interactive 
iPad content and other fun activities, the exhibition 
explores themes like wants vs. needs, preparing for a 
rainy/sunny day and imagining your future self. 

ALA and the FINRA Foundation have partnered since 
2007 on Smart investing@your library, a program that 
supports library efforts to provide patrons with 
effective, unbiased educational resources about 
personal finance and investing. Now in its ninth year, 
the program has awarded over $10 million to public 
libraries, community college libraries and library 
networks nationwide. ALA and the FINRA Foundation 
are also working together on a research study of 
financial literacy resources and services available in 
U.S. public libraries. 

ALA Press Release, April 19, 2016 

Sheila Umberger Receives 2016 Sullivan Award 
Continued from page 1 

ALSC Cancels 2016 National Institute in Charlotte 
Continued from page 1 

“We have heard loud and 
clear from our members 
that this new law of the 
land in North Carolina is 
not compatible with 
ALSC’s core values, 
particularly those of inclusiveness and respect,” said 
ALSC President Andrew Medlar. “At the same time we 
strongly and proudly support our members in North 
Carolina and the commitment they have to 
serving all members of their communities, and we will 
continue our transformative work together to create a 
better future for children through libraries.” 

ALA Press Release, April 18, 2016 
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Halifax County South Boston 
Public Library 

Celebrating Earth Day with Worms 
PALS Play and Learn Storyhour in Halifax, 
Virginia celebrated Earth Day learning about 
worms and how they benefit the Earth by 
imporving the soil and aid in composting. 

We used large pieces of brown yarn as worms as we 
danced to Hap Palmers tune WALTER THE WALTZING 
WORM. Afterwards the yarn was used for creating 
worm prints by dipping the yarn in paint.  Next week 
we'll be able to observe tunnels made by the worms in 
our worm farm. Stimulating ideas, building vocabulary 
and learning anatomy is all in a day's fun here at the 
Halifax library! 

Sue Brooks, Early Lit Specialist 
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We also had a builder party where the kids came and 
tried out some new building materials. We had four 
tables, one with Legos, one with KEVA planks, one with 
Gears and one with Knex.  At first everyone went to 
their favorite standby, Legos, but by then end they 
were spread out trying all the new things.  
(Unfortunately we didn’t get pictures.) 

We ended the week with two new kids’ movies 
including free popcorn and Storytime.  Our theme was 
barnyard animals so after reading about some very 
silly baby chicks we made patchwork chicks that 
turned out to be really cute. 

Liz McIver 

Fluvanna County Public Library 

Spring Break Activities Including 
“Science and a Story” 
The following is an article about what we did to help 
keep kids busy during Spring Break.  We were hopping 
all week but had lots of fun.  Thanks again for all that 
you guys provide us.  It has really helped expanding our 
science programming and the kids are loving it. 

We were busy during 
spring break here at 
the library.  The week 
started off with craft 
workshops and 
“Science and a Story”.  
Even though our group 
was small we had a 
great time.   We read 
all about bubbles and 
then went outside to 
see if bubbles are 
always round.  The 
kids didn’t believe they 
would be but after 
trying bubble wands of 
all shapes and sizes 
they kids were 
convinced that 
bubbles are always 
round.  We also 
tested which bubble 
solution worked 
best and 
surprisingly the 
commercial solution 
made better 
bubbles than our 
home made. 
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Hampton Public Library 

Superhero Day 2016 
Hampton Public Library recently celebrated Super Hero Day, including community heroes from the Military, 
Police Department, and Fire Department.  Community support was provided by Target, Dunkin Donuts, Krispy 
Kreme, Papa John’s Pizza.  Teen volunteers and library staff all pitched in to make the day a huge success.  The 
pictures below are representative of the many that were taken. 

The pictures with accompanying text were submitted by Maria Dillon.  

 
 

Continued on page 7 



Library of Virginia Youth Services Notes,  April 25, 2016, #244 Page 7 

 

Superhero Day 2016 at Hampton 
Continued from page 6 
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Virginia Conferences 
May 2, 2016 ......................................................... VLA Professional Associates Annual Conference .........................................Williamsburg 
October 26-28, 2016 ......................................... VLA Annual Conference ............................................................................................ Hot Springs 

National Conferences 
June 23-28, 2016 ................................................ American Library Association Annual Conference ................................................ Orlando 
October 27-29, 2016 ......................................... Association for Rural & Small Libraries Conference ...................................................Fargo 
November 4-6, 2016 ......................................... YALSA’s 2016 YA Services Symposium ................................................................. Pittsburgh 

Workshops 

May 3, 2016 ......................................................... Mother Goose on the Loose ..................................................................................... Springfield 
May 5, 2016 ......................................................... Mother Goose on the Loose .................................................................................. Chesapeake 
May 6, 2016 ......................................................... Mother Goose on the Loose .......................................................................................... Ashland 
  
Library Observances, Celebration Weeks & Promotional Events 
May 
Jewish American Heritage Month ................... http://www.jewishheritagemonth.gov/ 
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month ..... http://www.asian-nation.org/heritage.shtml 
Mental Health Awareness Month ................... http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/may 
 http://www.nimh.nih.gov/index.shtml 
National Foster Care Month ............................... https://www.childwelfare.gov/fostercaremonth/ 
Children’s Book Week – May 2-8, 2016 ...... http://www.bookweekonline.com/ 
 http://www.cbcbooks.org/ 
 
May 1-7 .................. Choose Privacy Week 
May 2-3 .................. National Library Legislative Day 
May 2-8 .................. Children’s Book Week 
May 8 ...................... Mother’s Day 
May 21.................... National Readathon Day 
May 30.................... Memorial Day 

   

  

for the photos and information! 
 
 

 

◊ Liz McIver, Fluvanna County Public Library 
◊ Sue Brooks, Halifax County South Boston Public Library 
◊ Maria Dillon, Hampton Public Library 
◊ And the usual resources - ALA 


