
Week of February 15, 2016 No. 238 

More Science Experiments 

Chesapeake Public Library System 
These are pictures from our Steam Team class 
on boats.  

I used one of the books that I received at the Stem 
Training in Franklin this fall. We plan so far in advance 
that this is the first chance that I had to use the new 
books. The kids had a great time. They made a boat 
from a 6x6 inch square of heavy duty aluminum foil. 
We had a contest to see whose boat would hold the 
most pennies. We had 3 boats that held 52 pennies 
each. The kids had fun designing and redesigning their 
boats to see what shapes worked the best.  
Donna Rushing, Library Assistant II 

More pictures on page 4 

Science Experiments 

Campbell County Public Library 
System 
These are pictures from our CCPLS “Labrary” 
Program which we titled and created about 
three years ago.   

This program has evolved to include science 
experiments, building activities, tablets (thanks to you 
all), and a large craft table.  I wanted to share our 
Valentine’s Day themed activity where we tried to 
dissolve the font off of candy hearts.  It is a simple 
experiment that involved candy hearts, vinegar, baking 
soda, hand soap, water, flour, clear soda, salt, pipettes, 
plastic tongs, spoons, ice cube trays, and paper towels.   

Our young patrons were 
able to experiment on 
which mixtures would 
make the dye come off 
the top of the candy 
hearts.  They were able to 
use the pipettes for 
liquids, the spoons for 
powders, and the plastic 
tongs to pull out their 
candy hearts.  
Katie Lane, Program 
Manager 

 
             More pictures on Page 4        
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The Library of Virginia 
Mission 

As the Commonwealth’s library and archives, the Library of Virginia is a trusted educational institution.  We acquire, 
preserve, and promote access to unique collections of Virginia’s history and  

advance the development of library and records management services statewide. 

Vision 
The Library of Virginia will inspire learning, ignite imagination, create possibilities, encourage understanding,  

and engage Virginia’s past to empower its future. 

Finance 
The Library’s primary funding source is General Fund appropriations.  The majority of the Library’s General Fund expenses 
represent transfer payments to local government for state aid to public libraries.  Additionally, the Library earns special 

nongeneral fund revenue from storage fees charged to agencies and courts for document and records storage  
and from local circuit court records’ preservation fees.   

The Library also receives federal grant funding through the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) of 1996.   
This grant promotes access to leaning and information resources of libraries. 

Goals  
2014-2016 

Collections:  
Strengthen and Preserve the Library’s collections and expand accessibility for the benefit of users. 

Service:  
Deliver courteous, accurate, and efficient information services to our customers. 

Organizational Excellence:  
Position the Library to effectively embrace new challenges and increasing responsibilities. 

Educational Readiness and Achievement:  
Engage and educate parents, teachers, and learners through programming designed to enhance early literacy readiness and 

to provide access to quality education resources for prekindergarten and K12 children. 

This goal is critical in fulfilling the Library’s mission to provide Virginians with access to the most comprehensive information resources  
and to elevate levels of educational preparedness and attainment of Virginia’s citizens. 

Associated State Goal 

Education: Elevate the levels of educational preparedness and attainment of our citizens. 
Education Attainment Objectives 

 ����  Increase the number of children who participate in the Winter Reading Program. 
 �  Increase the number of children and teens who are served by public libraries through out-of-school programs and summer reading programs. 
 �  Support the parent as a child’s first teacher by implementing Early Literacy Activity Centers in public libraries and providing training on their use. 

Youth Services Notes  
is issued weekly by 

Enid Costley 
Children’s and Youth Services Consultant 

Library Development and Networking  
Library of Virginia 

800 East Broad Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219-1905 

Phone: 804.692.3765 
Fax: 804.692.3771 

E-mail: enid.costley@lva.virginia.gov  
Extranet: www.vpl.virginia.gov 

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support 
for the nation’s 123,000 libraries and 17,500 museums.    
Through grant making, policy development, and research, IMLS helps communities 
and individuals thrive through broad public access to knowledge, cultural heritage, 
and lifelong learning.  

 

This newsletter project is made possible by a grant from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services. 
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More iPad Activities 

Bedford Public Library System,  
Big Island Library 
These are a couple of pictures of our iPad being used 
by the children for learning activities and games.  We 
have had a couple of STEM programs over here and 
have another one in the works.   
Megan L. Bean, Big Island Public Library 

 

Read for the Win! 
Summer 2016 

iPad Activities 

Halifax County South Boston  
Public Library System 
 I want to share with you our first use of the 
IPad during the PALS Play and Learn story 
hour in the Halifax County South Boston 
Public libraries. 

This month our theme is Friends and Family. I decided 
to use one of my favorite books by Pat Hutchins, The 
Doorbell Rang. 

To begin I used Google images to create the 12 cookies 
and the children in the book as well as Mom and 
Grandma. I labeled each person with their name , cut 
them out, laminated and re-cut the laminated pieces. I 
put a strong magnet on 
each piece using Tacky 
Glue. Next I made a 
double batch of my 
famously easy peanut 
butter cookies. While 
they were baking I 
wrote a handout with 
the recipe and some 
tips for parents. 

Before the program began I got my iPad ready using 
UTube for the sound of a ringing doorbell. This was 
SUPER COOL!! There were several sounds to choose 
from with an image of a hand pointing to a red arrow. 
When the arrow was touched the doorbell rang. You 
get it? The kids sure did!  I put the 12 cookies on the 
magnetic board before circle time and asked one of my 
adults ( who happens to be a grandma ) to be the 
grandma at the door with the big plate of cookies.  

So , here's how it went.  
I introduced the book. I gave a brief intro to the story. 
Afterward each child was given a story piece of one of 
the children. As I read the children came to the front, 
added their character, divided the cookies and as 
they went back to their seats they rang the doorbell 
on the IPad for the next visitor. At the conclusion of 
the story Grandma came in with the big plate of 
cookies which we all shared at the big table before 
beginning our center activities. 

Not only did everyone have a wonderful time but SO 
MUCH LEARNING was going on!!  I did not get any 
pictures to share with you but am happy to share the 
cookie recipe and the idea for my fellow 
librarians.   [See attachment] 

On to my next project! 
Sue Brooks, Early Literacy Specialist  
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Campbell County Public Library System 
Continued from page 1 

Chesapeake Public Library System 
Continued from page 1 
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LVA Library Development and 
Networking NEWS 

Credo Homework Help Now Offers 
SAT Help 
Virginia libraries that have been using Credo’s 
Homework Help to assist students with their 
Math, Science, Reading and Writing 
Homework can now direct students there for 
SAT support!  

State-certified teachers provide one-on-one help for 
students with questions about the SAT or SAT 
questions. To learn more about this service, provided at 
no cost thanks to the Library of Virginia, join us for a 30
-minute informational webinar. Upcoming dates and 
registration links can be found here:  
https://toolbox.credoreference.com/homework-help/
training.html  (updated monthly).  

[Also see attachment] 

Carol Adams, Assistant Director 
 
 

Ezra Jack Keats Foundation 

100 Years of Ezra 
This year marks the 100th birthday of the late 
children’s book author-illustrator Ezra Jack 
Keats, whose 1962 classic, The Snowy Day, 
broke the color barrier in mainstream 
children’s publishing and remains the 
standard for diversity in picture books to this 
day.  

In honor of Keats’ centennial, the Ezra Jack Keats 
Foundation has planned a year-long birthday 
celebration, including special events, performances 
and activities at schools, libraries and cultural 
institutions around the country. 

Among the various organizations that are partnering 
with the Foundation to celebrate Keats’ 100th are: 
Penguin Random House, the University of Southern 
Mississippi, the Brooklyn Public Library, the Children’s 
Theater of Minneapolis, the New York City Department 
of Education, the Brooklyn Museum, and the 
Contemporary Jewish Museum in San Francisco. 

Keats actual birthday is March 11, 1916, but the 
celebration has already begun with a Keats Birthday Kit 
that can downloaded from the Foundation’s website 
(go to Keats Birthday Kit at  
http://www.ezra-jack-keats.org/h/keats-birthday-kit/ ).  

The kit consists of illustrated, printable PDFs that are 

(Continued on page 6) 

Urban Libraries Council 

Libraries + Schools: Partnering to 
Produce Effective Summer 
Learning Programs 
Katie Cerqua, Virginia Beach Youth & Family 
Services Manager, is a presenter. 

February 23, 2016, 12:00 – 1:00 pm ET 
Presented by the Urban Libraries Council 
Cost for members $150 and nonmembers $225 
Register at  
http://www.urbanlibraries.org/libraries---schools--
partnering-to-produce-effective-summer-learning-
programs-event-109.php 

Libraries are partnering with 
schools to build a powerful web of 
organizations working together to 
significantly increase the scale of 
children benefiting from summer 
learning.  Join colleagues from 
Virginia Beach Public Library and 
the Broward County Library to 
learn how they are partnering with their local schools 
and school systems to address the challenge of 
summer learning loss by maximizing summer 
opportunities for youth. Gain insights on piloting new 
partnerships, identifying outcomes and exploring new 
models for summer. 

Featuring presenters are 
◊ Katie Cerqua, Youth & Family Services Manager, 

Virginia Beach Public Library 
◊ Lynn F. Hodges, Title 1 Instructional Specialist, 

Department of Teaching and Learning, Virginia 
Beach City Public Schools 

◊ Lisa McClure, Community Engagement Manager, 
Broward County Library 

Submitted by Katie C. Handerhan 

“It’s funny that we think of libraries 
as quiet demure places where we are 
shushed by dusty, bun-balancing, 
bespectacled women.  The truth is 
libraries are raucous clubhouses for 

free speech, controversy and 
community.  Libraries have stood up 
to the Patriot Act, sat down with noisy 

toddlers and reached out  
to illiterate adults.   

Libraries can never be shushed.” 
~  Paula Poundstone  ~ 
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Virginia Public Library Directors 
Association 

Annual Recognition and Award of 
Library Achievements 
The Virginia Public Library Directors 
Association annually recognizes the 
achievements (aka brag about) and good 
works done by public libraries.  Please ponder 
about some of your programs and services.   

Consider writing up a 
project using the 
guidelines here.  You 
may win…but even if 
you don’t you now 
have a well thought 
out project which may 
be submitted to Rotary 
Clubs, Lion Clubs, 
Dollar General 
Foundation, or another 
Funder.   The 
document may be 
used in those times 
when you or your director need to impress a board 
member, or city council or legislator.  You will also have 
a well written document which may be used for a VLA 
presentation.   

Award forms are attached.   

We have a new award under the Services category 
called the Better Together Award.  I’ve including a little 
write-up to tell you about it.   

Deadline for the awards:   March 31, 2016   

If your nomination has many parts—photos, the form, 
narrative, flyer—please .pdf it into one file.  If your 
nomination has no parts but the form, please .pdf it 
into one file.  See, I want one .pdf file for each 
nomination. 

Completed submissions may be sent to:  
Paula K. Alston, Director 
Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library 
Christiansburg, VA 24073 
540-382-6969 x216 
palston@mfrl.org  

suitable for hanging up or handing out. Whether used 
as a unit or in sections, the kit offers a fresh take on the 
Keats curriculum—and turns it into a birthday party! 

“It is our pleasure in Ezra’s centenary year to kick off 
the festivities with a Birthday Kit, available to 
educators as well as parents,” says Deborah Pope, 
Executive Director of the Ezra Jack Keats Foundation. 
“Teachers and librarians have used Ezra’s books to 
advance the curriculum, and more importantly, to 
spread the joy of reading for over 50 years. This is one 
of the ways we’d like to thank them for appreciating 
the importance of his work.” 

The Birthday Kit is available at no cost and will 
remain on the site throughout 2016. 

While at the site, also look at the  
Ezra Jack Keats Foundation Mini-Grants. 
http://www.ezra-jack-keats.org/section/ezra-jack-keats-mini
-grant-program-for-public-libraries-public-schools/  

Press release, January 16, 2016 
 
 

Virginia Library Association NEWS 

“People and Happenings” 
As an initiative of the 
Virginia Library 
Association Ad Hoc 
Website Content 
Committee, the 
“People & Happenings” page is the place to go 
about job changes that our colleagues are 
making, new additions to the staff of libraries 
in Virginia and other major events in all types 
of libraries throughout the state. 

Updates are posted monthly.  Please send us your 
news by the 15th of the month prior to the month you 
would like your information to be published.  

Please keep your news items brief and please do 
include any relevant photographs, such as headshots 
for people and in-progress shots of renovations and 
new buildings. 

Please send your items to Elizabeth Hensley at 
ehensley@pwcgov.org  

100 Years of Ezra 
Continued from page 5 

“Where is human nature so weak as in the bookstore?” 
~  Henry Ward Beecher  ~ 
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Virginia Conferences 
March 16-20, 2016 ............................................ Virginia Festival of the Book 2016 ...................................................................Charlottesville 
May 2, 2016 ......................................................... VLA Professional Associates Annual Conference .........................................Williamsburg 
October 26-28, 2016 ......................................... VLA Annual Conference ............................................................................................ Hot Springs 

National Conferences 
April 5-9, 2016 .................................................... Public Library Association 2016 Conference ............................................................. Denver 
June 23-28, 2016 ................................................ American Library Association Annual Conference ................................................ Orlando 
September 15-17, 2016 ................................... ALSC National Institute 2016 .......................................................................................Charlotte 
October 27-29, 2016 ......................................... Association for Rural & Small Libraries Conference ................................................. Farfgo 
November 4-6, 2016 ......................................... YALSA’s 2016 YA Services Symposium ................................................................. Pittsburgh 

Library Observances, Celebration Weeks & Promotional Events 

March 
American Red Cross Month................................ http://www.redcross.org 
Irish-American Heritage Month ....................... https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish-American_Heritage_Month 
National Women’s History Month .................. http://womenshistorymonth.gov 
Youth Art Month ....................................................... http://www.arteducators.org/news/yam 
 
March 2 ..................................... Read Across America Day 
March 6-12 ............................. Teen Tech Week 
March 9 ..................................... No Smoking Day 
March 13 .................................. Daylight Savings Time Begins 
March 16 .................................. Freedom of Information Day 
March 23-29 .......................... Arthritis Awareness Week 
 

  

for the photos and information! 
 
 

 

◊ Megan Bean, Bedford Public Library System - Big Island Library 

◊ Katie Lane, Campbell County Public Library System 

◊ Donna Rushing, Chesapeake Public Library System 

◊ Sue Brooks, Halifax South Boston Public Library System 

◊ Paula Alston, Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library 

◊ Katie Handerhan, Virginia Beach Public Library 

◊ Carol Adams, LVA Library Development and Networking 

◊ Ezra Jack Keats Foundation 

◊ Virginia Library Association 



Welcome to PALS Play and Learn storyhour. This month we are reading 
books about friends and family. 

Today we will be reading and acting out one of my favorite books, The 
Doorbell Rang by Pat Hutchins. This simple book demonstrates several 
key characteristics of being a friend: sharing and caring for others. In 

addition the story introduces several excellent math skills. 
I hope you’ll enjoy making these yummy peanut butter cookies together 

at home. Make a lot in case the doorbell rings! 
Home is your child’s first school and you are their first teachers! 

 
Miss Sue’s Easiest, Yummiest  PB Cookies Ever 

 
¾ cup light brown sugar 

 
1 cup peanut butter 

 
1 large egg 

 
¾ teaspoon baking soda. 

 
1 cup chocolate chips, Reeses peanut butter candies, M&M’s – cook’s 

choice! 
 

Mix together all ingredients. Drop by teaspoon full on cookie sheet. 
Bake at 350 for 8 – 10 minutes. Cool for 5 minutes. 

 Remove to cooling rack. 
Enjoy! 

 
 

Have fun learning and playing at home!   Miss Sue 
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Adopted by VPLDA 9/2013 

 

2016 VPLDA PROGRAM AWARDS 

INSTRUCTIONS:   

• Please submit only 1 nomination for each award and no more than 3 nominations overall 
from any one library system   

• Nominations should be for programs conducted or completed between April 1, 2015 – 
March 31, 2016  

• Nominations should be no more than a page; supporting material may be submitted 

• An award may not be given in each category or population 

• All nominations must be sent in by the library director, who must be in good financial 
standing with VPLDA  

• All documents associated with the award should be in one scanned file 

• Deadline is March 31, 2016 

• Scan and email nominations to Paula Alston at palston@mfrl.org.  In subject line,indicate 
library, award and population served (ex: MFRL, Outstanding YA Program, over 80,000) 

 

Provide details using the following criteria: 

• Is the program new, creative, different or an improvement of an existing idea? 

• What were the reasons for the program?  

• What steps were taken to put on the program? 

• What was the impact of the program on the community? 

• Can it easily be replicated around the state? 

Title of Program:     

Director:    

Full Name of Library:   __________________________________________________________ 

Telephone     email    

CATEGORY:  Programs 

___ Outstanding Children’s Program  ___ Outstanding Young Adult Program 

___ Outstanding Program in cooperation with ___ Outstanding Adult Program 
another group, organization or library system 
    

POPULATION SERVED BY LIBRARY 

___ under 30,000 ___ Over 80,000 

___ 30,000 – 80,000  
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2016 VPLDA SERVICES AWARDS 

INSTRUCTIONS:   

• Please submit only 1 nomination for each award and no more than 3 nominations overall 
from any one library system   

• Nominations should be for services conducted or completed between April 1, 2015 – March 
31, 2016 

• Nominations should be no more than a page; supporting material  may be submitted 

• An award may not be given in each category or population  

• All nominations must be sent by the library director, who must be in good financial standing 
with VPLDA  

• Deadline is March 31, 2016 

• Scan and email nominations to Paula Alston at palston@mfrl.org.  In subject line, indicate 
library, award and population served (ex: MFRL, Outstanding PR project, over 80,000) 
 

Provide details using the following criteria: 

• Is the project innovation or effort new and different or an improvement of an existing idea? 

• What were the goals for the project, innovation or effort?  

• What steps were taken to meet the goals? 

• What is the impact of the project, innovation or effort? 

• What did it take to complete it from start to finish? 

• Can it easily be replicated around the state? 

 

Title of Service:     

Director:    

Full Name of Library:   ___________________________________________________________ 

Telephone     email    

CATEGORY:  Services 

___ Outstanding Public Relations Project  ___ Outstanding Service Innovation 

___Better Together Award (Social Capital)  ___ Innovative Outreach Effort 

POPULATION SERVED BY LIBRARY 

___ under 30,000 ___ Over 80,000 

___ 30,000 – 80,000  



Approved by VPLDA 9/2013 

 

2016 VPLDA STAFF MEMBER/WEBSITE AWARDS 

INSTRUCTIONS:   

• Nominate 1 website and/or 1 staff member.  One form, two separate awards 

• Nominations should cover the period of April 1, 2015 – March 31, 2016  

• Nominations should be no more than a page; supporting material may be submitted 

• All nominations must be sent by the library director, who must be in good financial 
standing with VPLDA  

• All documents associated with the award should be in one scanned file 

• Deadline is March 31, 2016 

• Scan and email nominations to Paula Alston at palston@mfrl.org.  In subject line, please 
indicate which library the nomination is for and which award (ex: MFRL, staff member) 

• Population categories:  _____Under 30,000; _____30,000-80,000; _____Over 80,000 

 

I wish to nominate the following library’s website: 

Library: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Provide details using the following criteria: 

• Is the site readable and understandable? 

• Is it easily searched? 

• Is the overall layout attractive? 

• Is it easy to move around and not get lost? 

• Is it device neutral? 

• Is it dynamic?   

 

I wish to nominate the following staff member for the Outstanding Library Staff Member award: 

 

From _________________________________________________________________ Library 

Provide details using the following criteria: 

• Leadership abilities 

• Commitment to the library profession 

• Initiative  

• Willingness to share skills and abilities 

• Provides excellent service to the community 
 

Director (Submitted by):    

Full Name of Library:   _________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone     email    



Better Together Award 

 

 

Social capital is defined as connections among diverse people or 

groups, based on trust, that enhance cooperation for mutual 
benefit.  Those who build social capital possess a unique set of 

skills and attitudes that enable them to collaborate effectively, 

make connections between diverse sectors, bridge differences and 
nurture social networks to make a difference. 

  

Building social capital takes two forms, bonding or bridging. 
Bonding social capital builds relationships and networks among 

people who are like each other. Bridging social capital builds 

relationships and networks among people who are unlike each 
other.  Both are important and can be channeled to make positive 

impact in communities and bring people together around 

community needs, issues and opportunities. 
 

 

(Completely stolen from Community Foundation in Des Moines, Iowa  

https://www.desmoinesfoundation.org/better-together-award.aspx) 

 

 


